
The Museum at 12 North Street is open and welcoming visitors.   

To comply with current guidelines it would be best to book an appointment to visit.  

museum@stapt.org.uk | 01334 477629 | facebook.com/StAPTMuseum

The Museum re-opened on the 18th of July thanks to the efforts of Trust staff and           
volunteers.  The Museum Garden is at its best and Museum guides have ensured       
visitors receive a warm welcome in spite of the challenging circumstances.

The photographic exhibition, Moving Jamaica, has triggered interesting discussions 
with visitors about Scotland’s links with the slave trade. Poetry labels by                       
Edinburgh-based poet Alex Finlay have been installed throughout the garden and       
visitors continue to enjoy ‘stepping back in time’ when visiting our social history          
displays. 

Looking ahead, we plan to hold an extended Art & Craft Sale this November to raise 
funds for both the Museum and local artists and makers.  This will take place from 7th    
November to 5th December during Museum opening hours (Wednesday to Sunday,     
12 noon to 4pm).  Members are welcome to submit their work to our annual sale and 
should contact Sam on museum@stapt.org.uk as soon as possible as the closing date 
for member submissions is mid-October.
 
With visitor numbers on track to be around 90% less this year compared to 2019, we 
are hoping the sale will give us a boost to end what can only be described as a brutal 
year for the museum sector.  Of course, we are not alone in navigating our way through 
these difficult times and can consider ourselves fortunate to have close-knit networks 
for support.  Here’s hoping for more peaceful times ahead.

Members Newsletter



This is the first of what we hope will become a series of 
newsletters, intended to keep all our members informed 
about Trust activities.  I feel this is more important than 
ever, as we all cope with the restrictions imposed by the 
current pandemic which make it impossible for us to meet 
as we used to.

Those of you who are Museum volunteers will have 
become familiar with the weekly bulletins circulated during lockdown by our Museum 
Curator, Sam, and Volunteer Co-ordinator, Karen.  Our aim is now to extend this type of 
communication to the wider membership.  This means that the news and information 
circulated will be current, and the style will be briefer and more informal than other 
Trust publications such as the Annual Report and Yearbook.  However, rest-assured 
that the newsletter is not intended to replace these!

At the moment, we are aiming to produce a newsletter at the end of every second 
month.  You are receiving this first edition by post, but the cost involved makes         
producing and mailing them this way unsustainable in the longer term.  We are      
therefore asking that, if you wish to continue receiving these updates, you ensure that 
the Trust holds a current email address for you as future bulletins will be downloadable 
from the Trust’s website, via a link sent to you by email.  For those without access to a 
computer, hard copies will be available for collection from the Museum.  Please contact 
Annie, our Administrator, on trust@stapt.org.uk or phone 01334 477629 to check that 
your contact details are correct.  Over the coming weeks, three of our Trustees will be 
following up members who have not been in touch to check contact details over the 
phone.

In recent months, the Trust, like many other organisations and businesses, has had to 
find new ways of operating.  The work of the Trust has gone on despite the restrictions, 
with our staff working from home initially and from the Museum as lockdown          
eased – the pages which follow will give you an indication of just how busy they, and 
the Trustees, have been!  The Board of Trustees has met ‘virtually’ and one of the main 
items under consideration currently is succession planning; several Trustees are due to 
step down from the Board in 2021 and 2022.  If you, or anyone you know, would be 
interested in serving as a member of the Board of Trustees, I would be delighted to 
hear from you.  This is an exciting time to be involved in the St. Andrews Preservation 
Trust, as I hope you will agree as you read the articles which follow, but we cannot 
continue as an organisation and complete proposed projects without  a Board of     
Trustees – your suggestions and support are needed!

Whilst these newsletters are intended to keep you up to date with decisions made by 
the Board of Trustees, communication can only really be effective if it is two-way.  If you 
have any suggestions, comments or responses please use the email address and 
phone number above to contact any member of the Board.  

I hope you enjoy this first edition of the new-look newsletter!

Sandy Bremner
Chair, St. Andrews Preservation Trust

Message from the Chair



In 2019, the Trust commissioned an external review of the Museum to identify ways to 
engage a wider range of audiences and build sustainability.  Since then, discreet        
projects have taken place.  However, much focus has been given to planning a           
development that will realise the opportunities that the Museum and collections    
present.  As well as attempting to resolve ongoing challenges of poor physical access 
and a lack of visitor facilities, we recognise the need to diversify our activities in a 
world of diminishing grant funding and increased visitor expectations.

A vision for the future of the Museum has been created through drawings and a     
project proposal.  The development would see the Museum building re-focusing on 
the history of the house, with displays about the fisher folk and the first floor           
recreated as James Scott’s drawing room – a space to rotate our art collection.  The 
Museum outhouses present an opportunity to create a ‘street scene’ of local shops 
from the past, while a new building in the grounds of the garden will provide changing 
exhibitions, visitor facilities and an events space.  The development will allow for 
improved access throughout the ground floor and garden.

The proposal is sympathetic to the building and will enhance both the interpretation 
of the house and our collections.  It will allow us to develop new activities to engage 
with more people and present new income streams to secure our long-term future.  It 
is important to emphasis at this stage that this is a proposal and we are keen to hear 
the views of members as the various options are being considered by the Board of 
Trustees.

Please do not hesitate to contact me on museum@stapt.org.uk if you have any         
questions or suggestions about the Museum. 

Samantha Walker, Museum Curator / Manager

Museum Development

15th October 
Moving Jamaica: A virtual exhibition tour and online discussion with Varun 
Baker and Stephen McLaren

This event is available to watch online via Facebook.  To take part search St Andrews               
Preservation Trust Museum on Facebook and click on events.  You do not need to 
have a Facebook account to watch this event.  

For further information please contact Sam (Museum Curator/Manager) on          
01334 477629 or museum@stapt.org.uk

Upcoming Online Event



The Trust’s former office at 4 Queen’s Gardens was closed earlier this year and items 
stored there have been transferred to our new storage facility at Cameron, as detailed 
in the Museum report.  The address for the Trust is now the Museum, 12 North Street, 
St Andrews, KY16 9PW.

Happily, the office window with the Trust’s name and insignia has been saved and is 
also in the store. Lockdown has delayed completion of the conversion of the property 
to two flats, one single and one double, but it is expected that work will be completed 
by Christmas, and the plan is to let these.

As outlined in the Annual Report, the Trust has also acquired a flat at 17 South Street. 
The investment in this property and the conversion of 4 Queen’s Gardens provides the 
Trust with an important income stream at well above the current interest rate of other 
investments . We have been very fortunate to have benefited from the skills and         
experience of Iain Wilson, our Property Convenor, who has led these developments.

The garden at 17 South Street backs on to the Museum Garden and, although it does 
not have planning permission to be opened to the public, the Trust did receive         
permission to install a gate in the boundary wall.  This allows access by staff and       
volunteers to the outhouse which is now home to the printer used to produce items 
such as this newsletter.

David Strachan, Vice-Chair 

Property Update

Old Museum Store,           
4 Queen’s Gardens

Glass pane from the 
Trust Office Window



Collections Store
Just days before the nationwide lockdown in 
March, we reached a huge milestone by re-lo-
cating our collections in store from Queen’s 
Gardens to our new facility at        Cameron.  
Between November 2019 and February 2020, 
the collection was prepared for this move and 
the new store was fitted out. The new racking 
was in place by the 17th of March and the col-
lections were transferred the following day.  
Talk about a tight deadline!
The new store is a massive step change in how we care for our collections.  We are 
now providing the space, access, conditions and security that our former store was 
lacking.  Longer-term, our aim is to make the store accessible to the wider public for 
tours and research.  The new store is an excellent asset, demonstrating the Trusts 
commitment to the preservation of the social history of St Andrews.  We are very    
grateful to Museums Galleries Scotland for providing grant funding of £40,000 towards 
the cost of this project. 

For a virtual tour of some of the Trust’s paintings, click here or go to YouTube.com and 
search for St. Andrews Preservation Trust

Sam Walker, Museum Manager/Curator

A plea from the Finance Convenor
The fees paid by members to the Trust provide an important source of income and 
allow the Trust to continue with its work.  Opening and developing the Museum,         
influencing planning decisions within St. Andrews and generally supporting and      
preserving the wellbeing of the town, are all ways in which this money is used.       
However we have seen a fall in membership income over recent years and are aware 
this is often due to an oversight by individual members.

The easiest way to ensure you continue to support the Trust, without the annual 
necessity of writing out a cheque, is to make payment through your bank by way of a 
standing order or direct debit. This is simple to set up and to do so please contact the 
Trust’s Administrator, Annie Birrell, on 01334 477629 or by email to trust@stapt.org.uk

For those who wish to continue to pay by cheque, we do send out reminders annually.  
However, if you have forgotten to pay this year, please contact Annie to arrange      
payment.

Membership is inexpensive, starting at £28, but makes a real difference!  Your        
continued support is much appreciated.

Iain Lawson (Finance Convenor)



St Andrews Preservation Trust has been successful in receiving funding for an             
exciting Digital Heritage Project.  The image above shows a very early stage in the                   
reconstruction but it gives a flavour of how the project is coming together.

This Project is part-funded by NatureScot (the new name for Scottish Natural Heritage),             
St Andrews Community Trust, University of St Andrews and St Andrews Preservation 
Trust.

We will be working with the Harbour Trust, Smart History, Open Virtual Worlds and the       
University of St Andrews to enable virtual exploration of the underwater world around 
our coasts, as it was in the past, as it is now and as it may be in the future.  There will 
also be a digital reconstruction of the harbour area in 1821 and 1921 enabling             
interaction with fisher folk from the 19th and 20th Centuries.

Working with the organisations above, we will engage with the local community,         
volunteers and school students in learning about how to use immersive and mobile 
technologies to explore the past.

You may be aware of similar projects undertaken by these organisations previously, 
resulting in digital reconstructions of the Cathedral and Holy Trinity Church, as well as 
Edinburgh’s Old Town.  You can find examples of their work here                                
www.openvirtualworlds.org

These reconstructions depend on large amounts of research information, in order to 
ensure that as accurate a depiction as possible is created.  The Trust would very much 
welcome the input of the Membership to this exciting Project.  If you would like to be 
involved in the research, have historical information relating to the area during the time 
periods mentioned, or would like to chat more about what this project involves, please 
contact the Trust Administrator, Annie Birrell on 01334 477629 or                                
annie.birrell@stapt.org.uk

Annie Birrell, Trust Administrator

An Exciting New Project
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ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST

PRESENTS

ART & CRAFT 
SALE 2020

SALE OPEN FROM 
SUNDAY            

6TH NOVEMBER    
TO   

MONDAY 7TH    
DECEMEBER

DURING MUSEUM 
OPENING HOURS

TO REQUEST A 
BROCHURE CALL 

OR EMAIL ON THE 
DETAILS BELOW

LOCAL SALE FOR 
LOCAL ARTISTS 
AND CRAFTERS

A sale of unique and         
locally made products to 
raise funds for St Andrews 

independent 
social history museum.
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