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Dates for the Diary

2019
A Christmas Concert

Tuesday 10th December
All Saints’ Church

7.30pm

 ***
Talk by

John Henderson
Tuesday 17th December
St Leonards Auditorium

2.30pm

***
Museum 

Re-opens March 2020
See website for 

more details

2020
Annual General Meeting

Thursday 14th May 
Venue: tbc

Trust News & 
Museum Times

The Trust welcomes Sam Walker as Museum Manager
I might be a familiar face to some Preservation Trust members however it is nice 
to be able to write a short introduction after time away from the Museum. After 
three years as Curator, I left the Trust Museum in July 2016 to take on the role 
of Museum Manager at Dundee Museum of Transport. At the Transport Museum 
I guided the museum through the Accreditation scheme for the first time and       
managed a Heritage Lottery Funding project strengthening governance and       
management procedures in preparation for a major capital project launching in 
2020. During my time the museum’s visitor numbers increased by 20% 
year-on-year and several new exhibits and events were launched.  I thoroughly 
enjoyed my time at the Transport Museum and made many friends, but the Trust 
Museum is a special place that I feel great a�ection for. 

I returned to the Trust Museum on the 11th of November and I am primarily 
tasked with managing the Museum and supporting the future plans for the             
Museum’s development. Having previous experience of development work         
alongside knowledge of the Trust’s history, collections and activities this will be           
advantageous, but I have a bit of catching-up to do with so much having happened 
in the last three years at the Trust. 

Annie Birrell has been a fantastic help in getting me up to speed and settled in and 
I am grateful for the welcome I received on my first day from Trustees and            
Volunteers. It’s an exciting time for the Trust and I am looking forward to being 
part of its future.

Northern Tour (1.3 miles) 40 mins
St Andrews Preservation Trust Museum - 

Cathedral - St Rule’s Cave - St Mary’s on the 
Rock - Castle - All Saints’ Church - Younger 

Hall - United University - Traditions - Martyr’s 
Monument - Royal and Ancient



Welcome to the Winter Edition of the Trust’s Newsletter.  I am 
writing this as the nights are longer than the days and where 
some days don’t appear to happen at all – it seems an especially 
dreich period. However, on the bright-side, Spring and a new 
decade are just around the corner and hopefully with a more   
settled political and economic situation within the country.

In November, the Trustee team was strengthened with the 
appointment of David Strachan as a co-opted Trustee.  David will 
initially support the Planning and Environment Committee and 
assist with the arrangements for Hidden Gardens in 2020 – for 
2020 and beyond the event will be renamed Hidden St Andrews.

Hidden St Andrews will take place on Sunday, 3rd May 2020.

There are still are a few specific Trustee vacancies.  If you have substantial professional experience in 
museum management, fundraising or public relations, then do consider making an application to be a 
Trustee.  We are keen to broaden our age and experience profile and so the only two absolute            
requirements are membership of the Trust and a passion for St Andrews’ heritage and its future.

Following a robust selection process, Mrs Samantha Walker was appointed as Museum Manager/         
Curator in early November.  Samantha was previously Museum Curator when she was better known 
as Miss Samantha Bannerman.  Samantha has an important role ahead of her in ensuring that the 
Museum is developed to suit the current and future needs of the Trust and the community of                
St Andrews. 

As previously reported, this is a time of change for the Trust, which it is tackling head on.

I reported earlier this year on the emerging strategy to rationalise the Trust’s property portfolio with 
the aim of the portfolio becoming an investment rather than a financial liability.

During 2019, the Trust has:

• Sol the Burgher Kirk;

• Purchased the first-floor apartment and garden at 17 South Street;

• Applied for Listed Building and Planning Consents to link the Museum Garden and the garden  

 at 17 South Street in readiness for future Museum and Garden development;

• Fitted out the outhouse in the garden of 17 South Street as the Trust’s temporary 

 print workshop;

• Leased the first-floor apartment to a tenant for a continuing period of three years with regular  

 rent reviews;

• Moved the Trust’s registered o�ce address from 4 Queen’s Gardens to 12 North Street –    

 The Museum at 12 North Street is now the main hub for all the Trust’s activities; 

A note from the Chair



• Leased a Museum Store at Cameron.  Following the store’s fit out, the Trust will decant there by  

 the end of the first quarter of 2020;

• Prepared and packed up the accessioned and archived materials in storage at 4 Queen’s Gardens  

 in readiness for the move to the new Museum Store;

• Applied for Listed Building and Planning Consents to form a one-bedroom apartment and a   

 two-bedroom apartment at 4 Queens’ Gardens; and

• Set in place a process for dealing with the joint maintenance of the fabric of 4 Queen’s Gardens  

 with the adjacent owners.  

 Managing this has proved challenging.  However, the Trust’s Property Convener has successfully  

 brought this to a conclusion with the adjacent owners.

The plan is that the physical redevelopment of 4 Queen’s Gardens will commence towards the end of 
the first quarter 2020 and be complete by no later than the end of the third quarter of 2020, with the 
apartments being let by that time.  This aspiration is of course subject to the Trust receiving timely 
responses to its applications for planning consents and building warrant.
 
A crucial part of the Trust’s overall strategy is the redevelopment of the Museum at 12 North Street 
to make it a first-class accredited social history museum with facilities to match, whilst ensuring that it 
becomes the “shop window” for the Trust in St Andrews.  Having put all of the above in place during 
2019, the Trust will now concentrate in dealing with the Museum’s  redevelopment in terms of strategic    
planning - encompassing spatial, operational and financial aspects.

The Trust’s Annual Lecture took place on the 25th November in Upper College Hall, where all            
attending were entertained by the Hetty Buchanan String Quartet and Dr Emma Hart and Dr Bess 
Rhodes who discussed the “The Experience of Scottish Settlers in Colonial Carolina”.

Also, on the 25th November, the Trust was presented with a £1,000 donation from the Captain and 
Vice-Captain of St Regulus Ladies Golf Club which is to be used specifically for the development and 
upkeep of Boase Wood.  The Trust is very grateful for this support.

If you enjoy what the Trust does, and if you do not do so already, you may be tempted to volunteer.  
We are always looking for help to support our Museum, maybe as a guide, or perhaps behind the scenes 
with practical skills looking after our buildings, or perhaps as a Trustee. At the very least I encourage 
you to invite others to consider Trust membership or to give Trust membership as a gift. 

As   always, I   am   grateful   to our dedicated team of Volunteers, the Trustees, Annie Birrell the 
Administrator and Samantha Walker the Museum Manager/Curator for the huge amount of personal 
commitment and outstanding e�ort given to ensure the continued success of the St Andrews           
Preservation Trust.

Also, I thank the Trust Members for their continued support.

Finally, I wish one and all Best Wishes and Good Health for the remainder of 2019 and beyond.

Sandy Bremner (Chair)



Boase 
W�d

Boase Wood was generously bequeathed to the St Andrews Preservation Trust upon the death of its 
previous owner, local man Philip Boase. In this way, it was hoped that his love for this secluded little 
haven of biodiversity would long outlive him. Stretching for 1.325 acres, it is bordered on the one side 
by the sometimes lapping, sometimes foaming Kinness Burn, and on the other by the houses of Hepburn 
Gardens, blending its dual functionalities of recreation and habitat. 

The woodland continues to bring delight to locals, students and tourists alike in all four seasons of the 
year. Spring heralds in an explosion of snowdrops and da�odils; this is in part owing to the inclusion of 
the woodland area in a 2016 project to plant over 2,000 da�odils in green spaces across St Andrews. By 
summer, the rich smell of wild garlic is palpable, and the bluebells of various delicate hues are locally 
renowned. Autumn brings a tapestry of colour, a carpet of conkers, and the grey or even red flash of a 
squirrel. 

Even in the depths of winter, the quiet heron can just be spotted, camouflaged against the frost, and the 
not-so-quiet mallards quack hopefully at passers-by. With so many wonders on o�er, the Preservation 
Trust is committed to protecting this precious woodland in an otherwise sparsely forested corner of 
Scotland, so that it can continue to share its bounties with new generations, both two- and four-legged.

Boase Wood Appeal 2020
FOR TREE FELLING AND PRUNING

RE-PLANTING
FENCE REPLACEMENT

 IMPROVEMENTS TO HABITAT AND PATHS
A FUND FOR CURRENT AND FUTURE MAINTENANCE

Please see the flyer included with this newsletter for further information.

Written by Fiona Banham



When I first arrived in St. Andrews I fell in love with the 
narrow lanes, cobbled streets, medieval ruins, and 
charm that only a town with a rich history can provide. 
As an undergraduate studying art history and social 
anthropology, I took particular interest in the history 
and people in the town. Over the last two years it has 
been my mission to gain a better understanding of         
St Andrews, both its historical value and the intimate      
stories of those who call it home. All things, however, 
are better when shared so with the help of the            
Preservation Trust and its members we have worked to create a tour which will provide first time        
visitors and locals alike with an engaging and informative guide around the town. 

I began volunteering at the Museum in the Spring of this year and, after realizing what a valuable              
information resource the museum was, proposed the idea of a town tour which would engage with the 
Museum’s Collection in its original locations. Anne Morris was essential to helping develop and refine 
the information and route, generously giving her time to tell me the town’s history, her own stories, and 
experience as a tour guide herself. With a wealth of knowledge from Anne I set about doing my own 
research by reading books, guides, watching interviews, and talking to locals about their memories of life 
in the Auld Grey Toun. Ultimately, we ended up with two tours.  The North Tour cover the Cathedral, 
Castle, St. Salvator’s Chapel, Martyrs’ Monument and the Golf Courses, providing guests with the 
historical importance of the town, University culture, the history of golf, along with urban legends and 
tales. The South Tour focuses on many of the smaller details a tourist might miss when walking around, 
central figures in the Town’s history, and locals stories. Trial tours began in August and after many edits 
and much appreciated feedback from students, friends, and members of the Trust, we were ready to 
begin the formal process of establishing the tour as part of the Trust and Museum. 

After gaining approval from Sandy Bremner and Bo Fraser, Annie Birrell and I set about reworking the 
advertisement materials and establishing an on-line presence. I am happy to say physical flyers will be 
distributed to local businesses around town with hopes of gaining traction by the end of the month. 
Arguably, starting in the o�-season won’t provide us the strongest start but benefits us in terms of 
establishing ourselves and refining the process before the summer months. 

We hope this tour will encourage collaboration between students and locals to create a deeper            
appreciation of St. Andrews for everyone. If you’d like to be part of the project as a guide or helping with 
content, please don’t hesitate to get in touch!

Walking Tours 
of St Andrews

by Katy Kibort



To celebrate St Andrews Day on 30th November,  the 
Trust held it’s first Christmas Market in the Museum.  It 
was a fabulous day with the Museum hosting just under 
300 visitors throughout the day.  There were stalls from 
the Hamish Foundation, Belle East Designs and Leslie 
Hunter Wood-turner along with a baking stall, a Trust 
stall selling christmas cards and publications and a special 
visit from Santa in the afternoon.

The Trust 
Christmas Market 2019



Trust Museum
Events and Exhibitions 2020

STANZA
4-8 March, 11am - 5pm

STANZA: Tom Humberstone
Tom Humberstone is an award-winning comic artist and illustrator based in Edinburgh. He creates poetry 
comics with poet Chrissy Williams. In 2016, he and Williams co-edited Over The Line: An Introduction to 
Poetry Comics. Tom also writes and draws non-fiction comics for The Nib, New Statesman, Buzzfeed, Vox 
and others. He is currently working on a graphic novel which will be published in 2021.

Spring Exhibition
21 March - 10 May

Open daily 10:30am – 4:30pm
Moving Jamaica: Scottish-Caribbean Connections and Local-Global Journeys

A multi-disciplinary exhibition curated by Dr Susan P Mains (Geography, University of Dundee), in                  
collaboration with the University of Dundee Museum Services, the Photographic Collection at the University 
of St Andrews Library Special Collections, the CARISCC Network and St Andrews Preservation Trust.

Moving Jamaica is an exhibition of unique historical and contemporary photographs providing a rare                
opportunity to explore past, present and future cultural landscapes of Jamaica and their Scottish connections. 
The work of 19th-century Dundee-based photographers, Valentine & Sons, as well as images held in the       
University of St Andrews-based Maitland Dougall Collection, are presented alongside recent work of               
internationally acclaimed photographers, Varun Baker ( Jamaica) and Stephen McLaren (Scotland). These 
images illustrate the importance of how we understand diverse mobilities of people while paying attention to 
perspectives that are often left outside the frame.

Summer Exhibition
29 May - 20 September

Open Daily10:30am – 4:30pm
Fringed with Gold

The coast of St Andrews has played a vital role in the development of the Town. Showcasing local art,             
photography, objects and recent archeological research, Fringed with Gold highlights the dynamic environment 
of the coast of St Andrews and tells the stories of those who has lived and worked by the coast.



Gardeners Report
by Marysia Denyer

“Every gardener knows that under the cloak of winter, 
lies a miracle”

Barbara Winkler

Looking back
July and August were busy months for Andrew, Mike 
and me.  We worked diligently to make sure that the 
museum garden was looking at its very best this 
summer.  Apart from the two o�cial visits by  the 
judges from Beautiful Fife and Britain In Bloom, we 
hoped to impress and delight our members, volunteers 
and many visitors.

The front entrance had a “makeover”.  New perennial 
plants were placed in both planters either side of the 
doorway. With the blue fescue grasses removed, 
French Lavender, dianthus, a fern and two ornamental 
grasses topped with gravel were planted. This gave our 
museum that all important “kerb appeal” (my favourite 
term). We hoped that along with our extended daily 
opening hours, these horticultural touches would help 
to draw in more visitors. 

Many thanks to Brenda Hunter for all her unstinting 
help in advance of the two judging visits by weeding and 
deadheading our assigned garden areas.  Regarding the 
replanted front door planters, Brenda's help was key to 
these improvements too.

September, October and November
As far as gardening work is concerned, both Mike and I 
only achieved some basic “tidying” and cutting back 
during late September and October. Unfortunately 
when time did allow us to work in the garden, the 
weather was inclement and literally, “rain stopped 
play”!

With the Autumn weather, reduced daylight hours and 
winter approaching, all gardens including the museum 
garden are now looking rather sad and unloved.      
However, the changing colours of the leaves and foliage 
on the various plants with their hues of orange, yellow, 
gold and brown brought pleasure to the eye. 

The troughs by the Wilson gates were cleared of the 
summer bedding and the geraniums stored in pots. 
Our St Andrews In Bloom planter was emptied and 
will be returned to the group in due course.

In the “woodland” area adjacent to Miss Walker's 
fence, the variegated grasses in the wooden barrel 
have been cut back. The Montana clematis cascading 
over the stairwell fire escape has also been cut back 
to provide new growth in spring.  A lovely white     
rambling rose has been planted by the railings.    
Hopefully it will look attractive during the summer 
and become a perennial feature by the back door.

Mike has continued to maintain the herbaceous 
border.  He has dead headed the garden roses and cut 
back the two climbing roses at the Museum entrance. 
As these latter tasks had previously been one of 
Andrew's jobs, this leads me to the next part of my 
report.

Andrew, a much loved member of the gardening team 
stepped down this summer. To say that Mike and I 
miss him is an understatement. As a former Trustee , 
Museum Convener and a fellow gardener, his vision 
and creative input to the Museum Garden has been 
immense. He played a significant part in the new and 
innovative areas of the garden ad we thank him for his 
drive, sense of humour and love for the Trust 
Museum and Garden. Without a doubt, Andrew will 
be a hard act to follow. 

As a result of 
Andrew's departure, 
we have been trying 
desperately to find 
other volunteers will-
ing to help us out. 
Brenda has kindly 
o�ered to help Mike 
and I, along with 
Lynette who has 
agreed to support the team.  We are also pleased to 
welcome Phil Rowe as a new addition to the team.  
He has been mowing the lawn and sweeping the 
leaves for us when time and weather permits. 

Mike will continue to look after the herbaceous 
border and the roses. Brenda has o�ered to look 
after the herb area whilst Lynette has agreed to look 
after the sensory garden. My assigned areas will still 
be the back door area and the Golden Corner.



Planning
by Dorothea Morrison

Planning applications are fewer now         
compared to three or four years ago and the 
trend seems to have moved to the creation 
of small one or two bedroom flats in the 
centre of town.  The Trust’s Planning       
Committee rarely objects to these              
applications but will always do so when we 
feel the accommodation applied for would 
not make for satisfactory living conditions.

The major application the committee has 
looked at recently was the University        
proposal to build student accommodation at 
the East Sands in excess of 1000 bedrooms.  
The earlier proposal had met with approval 
from the committee but this time we had to 
object.  It is simply impossible to                  
accommodate so many students in such a 
sensitive site that lacks the necessary           
infrastructure to allow an acceptable tra�c 
flow for pedestrians or vehicles.  The Trust is 
fully supportive of the aim of the University 
to accommodate the rise in student numbers 
in purpose built properties and accepts the 
di�culty the University faces in finding sites 
suitable for development but this support 
cannot extend to supporting development 
that would have an impact on the character 
of the town which would have been the case 
at the East Sands.  

One of the most attractive features in the 
centre of St. Andrews is the traditional shop 
fronts. Fife Council considered them

to be of such significant importance that 
the St. Andrews Design Guidelines has    
devoted five pages and ten guidelines to 
this subject.  Unfortunately many shops 
change hands andalter the frontages     
without planning permission.  With funding 
awarded by The St. Andrews Pilgrim     
Foundation the Preservation Trust was 
able to restore several shop fronts with a 
focus on the town’s cast iron frontages  
The first restoration was 9 Church Street 
with the original colours or dark green and 
maroon reinstated and the gold leaf 
returned to complete this excellent         
restoration.  Sadly the present occupiers of 
9 Church Street repainted the frontage of 
this listed building without planning          
permission and were told to replace the       
gold leaf.  What is there today is simply 
gold paint but our Chairman,                  
Sandy Bremner and I have been unable to 
have this changed as Fife Council Planners  
incorrectly think gold paint has been used 
elsewhere when other fronts have been 
repainted.

The Planning Committee now wants to 
take action on this and other shops not 
complying with the Guidelines and hope to 
report on some progress in the coming 
months



The Life and Times of Abbey Park
                                  by Jane Claydon

Earlier this year, Sheila Walker, a great great               
granddaughter of Tom Morris, told me that Tom’s older 
brother George, was engaged as the butler to Robert 
Chambers and lived in Abbey Park, in the early 1840s.  I 
lived in Abbey Park North for twenty years and so I was 
aware that a number of interesting people had lived in 
the house before St Leonards rented the building from 
George Bruce in 1890.  When Veronica Whymant asked 
me if I would prepare a talk for the Preservation Trust 
volunteers and members I thought a talk about the social 
history of Abbey Park might be of interest to them.

David Watkinson very kindly shared his knowledge and 
extensive research about the mansion and some of the people who lived there. Using photographs and archive 
material belonging to the University of St Andrews Library, Madras College, St Leonards School and the Preser-
vation Trust I was able to illustrate how the house, built in 1808 as a relatively small mansion, grew into some-
thing much bigger.

Colonel Andrew Glass, the son of Baillie Glass, commissioned the building (attributed to Robert Balfour and 
probably constructed in 1808) when he retired from the East India Company’s Bengal Army.  He was a keen 
gardener and grew melons and grapes.  Andrew Glass died in 1833 but his widow, unable to sell the house let 
it to a series of tenants.  In 1841, Alexander Kydd Lindesay, later Baillie of the Town in 1846 and 1847 was living 
there, but by 1845 he had moved to Balmungo, his family home. 

Robert Chambers followed from 1842 to 1843.  His main house was in Edinburgh, but he chose to write his    
controversial book in Abbey Park.  Vestiges of the Natural History of Creation, suggesting an evolutionary      
process had taken place was published anonymously, in 1844. This was fifteen years before Charles Darwin     
published the Origin of the Species.  Robert’s authorship was not revealed until after his death in 1871.  He was 
a very successful publisher but also a keen golfer and he took an interest in the work of very early photographers 
in St Andrews and Edinburgh.  George Morris, the older brother of Tom Morris, was employed by Robert as a 
servant in his Edinburgh household.  George moved with the family to Abbey Park and became the family butler 
and caddie.  George was an excellent golfer and he was involved with the development of several golf courses 
with Robert.  

In 1852 Abbey Park was bought by the Hon John Leslie Melville, later the Earl of Leven and Melville.  His first 
and last tenant was William Young Sellar and his family who moved into the Abbey Park in 1853.  William was 
the son of Patrick Sellar of the Highland Clearances fame.  William’s sister, Jane, was the mother of Andrew 
Lang.  William was appointed an assistant professor at St Andrews and then appointed professor of Greek 
before taking up the position of professor of Latin at the University of Edinburgh.  William’s wife Eleanor wrote 
an interesting account of her time as the wife of an academic. Recollections and Impressions by E.M. Sellar can 
be accessed on line and provides a wealth of information about life in St Andrews in the mid 1800s.  William and 
Eleanor were the parents of May Sellar, one of the first ten boarders at St Andrews School for Girls in 1877.

By 1859 David Smeaton had purchased the house and he moved his school from Market Street to Abbey Park.  
His prestigious school was called the Abbey Park Educational Institution.  It aimed to prepare boys to work for 
the East India Company.  Famous pupils included David Smeaton’s son Donald and William Burrell.  The school 
encouraged games and it was the only local school to provide any competition for Madras College at rugby. 
There is a record of the Abbey Park boys travelling to Greenock to play cricket.  David Smeaton died in 1871 
but he had made plans to hand his school over Nathaniel Leask who ran a classical and mathematical school. 

Abbey Park, St Andrews



Fees were 40 – 95 guineas a year.  In 1878 an advertisement for the school indicated he had undertaken            
extensive repairs to the building and some reconstruction.  Dr James Browning became the school’s third         
Headmaster.  

In 1890 George Bruce bought the Abbey Park estate.  The Madras archive informs that he sold 3.5 acres to 
enable the Burgh School to be built.  He rented the large house and some land to St Leonards.In the early 1900s 
the St Leonards Jubilee Book recorded that Professor Pettigrew kept his gliders and other primitive                     
contrivances in a line of sheds at the back of Abbey Park.

The house was divided into two boarding houses for St Leonards in 1890.  Abbey Park North and Abbey Park 
South.  The first housemistresses were, on the whole educated at St Leonards and Girton, although one trained 
at the Royal Central Institute of Gymnastics in Stockholm and taught Swedish gymnastics.

Photographs of the interior of the house in the 1890s indicate it was furnished in a typical Victorian style 
although, by the early 1900s, William Morris wallpaper was very visible in the public rooms. His willow pattern 
design could still be found under other layers of wall paper when redecoration of the stairs and landing in Abbey 
Park North was undertaken in the 1980s and 1990s.

The girls were keen on games and several Abbey Park girls played hockey or lacrosse for Scotland in the first 
part of the 1900s.  Some girls when they left school went to University and their careers included senior posts 
in schools and universities, Killie Campbell founded a collection of African artefacts in South Africa, Martha 
Scott-Moncrie� was a prolific author, Florence Yate Lee and Anne Hindle founded well known girls’ schools.   
Rosalie Jobson was a surgeon who assisted Louisa Garrett Anderson, also a Senior of St Leonards, to run a    
hospital in Paris in 1914 and then, in 1915, a military hospital in Endell Street, London.  Seniors from Abbey 
Park helped to sta� at hut for soldiers in Harfleur during World War 1.  Betty Snowball went on the first    
women’s cricket tour to Australia in 1934.  In 1970, Kathleen Ollerenhaw (Timpson) was appointed Dame 
Commander of the Order of the British Empire for services to education. 

More recently girls who lived in Abbey Park have embraced, not just the traditional careers of medicine, law, 
(one advocate is described on the internet as having nerves of steel) finance, the Foreign O�ce, journalism, but 
a wide variety of careers.   For example, there are two well-known actors, one who performed at The Byre 
Theatre this year, a Sky TV presenter, a number of successful entrepreneurs who have set up their own        
businesses, a consultant who is the authority on altitude medicine, at least one very successful artist, an           
assistant to Samantha Cameron, a high flying museum curator and at least three international sports women.
Abbey Park was home to many very talented men and women, over many decades.  People who made a           
di�erence whatever their era or their talents and interests.

Marysia Denyer introduced Jane Claydon to the audience and Anne Morris 
gave a vote of thanks.

Tea and co�ee followed the talk which was organised by Annie Birrell, 
Brenda Hunter, Anne Morris and Karen Petersen.

The Preservation Trust is grateful to Dr Carslaw, 
Headmaster of St Leonards, for very kindly allowing 
the talk to take place in the Auditorium.                     
The photographs were taken by Rachel Foster-Kelly, 
the Alumni Co-ordinator at St Leonards.



Christmas Wordsearch

Just for fun.
Merry Christmas.
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