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The Museum at 12 North Street will be closed from 
Monday 7th December until Saturday 20th March 2021.

If you have any enquiries during this time please contact 
the Curator using the details below.  

museum@stapt.org.uk | 01334 477629 | facebook.com/StAPTMuseum

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas 
and 

all best wishes for the coming year.

St Andrews Preservation Trust would like 
to thank all Members and Friends for their 

continued support during 2020.



As the end of this unusual year approaches, I have       
several pieces of news to share with you. 

Firstly, an update about the newsletter itself; whilst the 
Preservation Trust is a dynamic organisation, things do 
not tend to move quickly enough to justify bi-monthly 
members updates so, rather than producing six        
editions each year as mentioned in my last message, 
we now plan to circulate four.  These will be published 
in March, June, September and December next year.  

We have also decided to send both hard and electronic copies of newsletters to            
everyone, but are aware that some of you may prefer to receive only electronic         
versions.  If this is the case, please let Annie know via trust@stapt.org.uk or           
01334 477629.  

Next, you will have noticed an extra booklet accompanying this newsletter.  This is one 
of two articles written by members about provosts of St Andrews – the second one will 
be sent to you with the March newsletter.  Because Covid-19 restrictions meant that 
the Annual Lecture had to be cancelled this year, these papers are intended to fill that 
gap.  My thanks go to David Watkinson and Jane Claydon for all the research, time and 
effort they put into producing these fascinating articles.  It is also hoped that, over the 
coming months, a video on the same topic will be produced and launched online in the 
early part of next year.  If all goes as planned, it may be possible to have a live Q&A 
session as part of this process – watch this space!  

Last time, Annie wrote a piece about the exciting new digital heritage project in which 
she explained that the Trust is working with several other organisations to produce a 
virtual reconstruction of the harbour area.  At the end of October she, and our Museum 
Curator Sam, took part in a webinar in which Annie introduced the project and Sam 
spoke about the social history of that part of St Andrews.  The session also featured 
presentations from Steve Liscoe of the Fife Council Archaeological Unit, and formerly 
of St Andrews University, and Neil Dobson who spoke both as a marine archaeologist 
and representative of St Andrews Harbour Trust.  Both gave extremely interesting talks 
about the harbour’s history and development from earliest times to the present day.  
The webinar was recorded, so if you would like to watch it for yourself, here is the      
link – please note that the talks actually begin around 1min 38sec.

https://www.facebook.com/watch/live/?v=415183443207424&ref=watch_permalink  

It only remains for me to wish you and yours a peaceful Christmas.  It seems likely that 
celebrations may be rather different this year but we can all be grateful for technology 
that allows us to keep in touch with each other and hope that 2021 brings progress in 
the battle against Covid-19.  

Merry Christmas!
Sandy Bremner, 
Chair, St Andrews Preservation Trust

Message from the Chair



My name is Karen, and some of you may know me and others will not, but I am the Volunteer 
Coordinator for the St Andrews Preservation Trust Museum and a very new Trustee.

I just wanted to share my thoughts about our 
beautiful museum building from the               
perspective of a newcomer to not only St 
Andrews, but to Scotland, and also a            
newcomer to volunteering and the Trust.  I 
arrived in St Andrews on 28th February 2019 
having retired and moved 600 miles or so north 
to this beautiful part of the world.  I had heard 
about the Trust and having Googled it online to 
get some more information I discovered that 
there was to be a Hidden Gardens event which 
needed some volunteers and that is how it all 
started.  From there I started to do a few hours 

a week as a volunteer guide at the museum and of course this led to me finding out a bit about 
the building and its exhibits – I still have so much more to learn!  The house reminded me of    
childhood holidays in North Devon in a stone cottage with no bathroom or heating and only a 
basic kitchen.  I loved it - I got to have my own bedroom!  We had to go across the road to the inn 
for a nightly bath or if we needed the loo, we collected our dinner each evening from Aunt 
Blanche at the inn and carefully carried it over to the cottage.  Not unlike the families who used 
to live in the house that is our museum though their living quarters were considerably smaller as 
each family only had one room to live in.  They had to go outside to get to the shared wash house 
which is now our Chemist Shop exhibit, baths probably didn’t happen too often and the toilet was 
the unique double seater privy which can still be seen in our gardens.  I reckon a chamber pot 
might have been under their bed for use at night, as we children had in the cottage!

This little house has stood for between two and three hundred 
years and has seen many  changes in its lifetime so far, from the 
squalor of the 1800s with the fishing folk to the modernity of the 
21st century, and has adapted itself well.  In the 1930s it 
became part of the family home of a local architect, James 
Hoey Scott, and he adapted the inside to suit his then modern 
lifestyle and more importantly, saved it from demolition.  James 
Scott also purchased the house next door and joined the two 
buildings together to make what was, I have no doubt, a cosy 
family home with fires burning in the various fireplaces which 
we can see today, musical evenings upstairs where we still have 
the minstrel’s gallery which he created for that purpose.      
Amazing to think that we can see the original roof rafters.  The 
St Andrews Preservation Trust then came along in the 1960s 
and it became their offices and small museum and reverted to 
being a separate building.  The little narrow cottage garden is 
still enclosed by the original outer walls and there is now access 
to the wonderful sanctuary of the extensive garden which used 
to be common land in the 1800s, perhaps for growing             
vegetables or keeping chickens etc. – who knows.

Our Beautiful Museum Building

The Museum garden being enjoyed 
as a family home c1930s



I love going into this house with its great thick walls, little windows, low ceilings and dark 
rooms, lack of insulation in the ceilings so you can hear every footstep upstairs if you are 
down.  I often think of those who have lived here before and how wonderful it is that it was 
saved from demolition and can still tell its story of times past in the Ladyhead area of St 
Andrews.  It is  sometimes quite chilly in the winter but in times past there was no central     
heating, just the fire in the grate and then jump into bed with your clothes on and snuggle up 
to brothers and sisters for warmth at night.  No doubt Nannie Annie would have some tales to 
tell you.

Probably silly questions, but how many of you know that the building used to have three front 
doors or where the oldest window in the house is?

Karen Petersen
Volunteer Coordinator, St. Andrews Preservation Trust Museum 

Nos.12-20 from the west before renovation.  Shows the two buildings as they were before Scotts        
renovations in 1937.  No12 still has harling on its exterior, and one of the original doors which is now a 
window can be seen.  Also visible is the close between the two properties which Scott bricked up. 

C1936, photographer unknown.



Museum Development Update
Since the commissioning of an external appraisal by external museum consultant      
Emma-Jane Wells in May 2019, I have been working closely with Trustees and           
consulting with visitors and volunteers to shape the future of the museum.  There are 
many opportunities that can drive sustainability and resolve long-standing issues.  From 
extensive consultation, these issues include:

• Annually, museum expenditure exceeds income.  Income is limited to donations,   
 shop  sales and fundraising events.  Museum projects often rely on grant funding. 
• Lack of toilet provision and poor physical access.  This limits our ability to raise   
 funds through regular events, tours and workshops and is a barrier to visitors   
 spending more than 30 minutes on-site. 
• Visitor uncertainty over whether the museum is open to the public and what the   
 museum is about. 

Although these issues appear to be challenges, we see the museum as an opportunity.  
The house, its location and its history is unique in St Andrews and appealing to a wide 
range of people.  We want to meet this opportunity.  With this in mind, we wish to        
preserve 12 North Street.  We do not intend to extend or build onto the existing building.  
We wish to retain the beauty of the building and highlight its history as a domestic    
dwelling and the restoration by the architect James Scott that saved the building from 
demolition.

If we can secure external grant funding, we propose the following:
• Rename and rebrand the museum to better reflect the stories we tell and           
 communicate to visitors what the museum is about.  The museum is public-facing  
 and our name and brand should reflect this 
• Provide greater access from the front entrance, through the ground floor and   
 through out the garden
• Create internal exhibitions on the history of the house and its occupants within the  
 context of the development of St Andrews in the 19th and 20th century.  The           
 Ground Floor will focus on the fishing community while the first floor will recreate   
 James Scott’s Drawing Room; a space to rotate the museum’s art collection
• Redevelop the garden outhouses into a ‘street scene’ of traditional shops and   
 create a covered area in the D’Arcy Thomson Garden to better facilitate outdoor   
 events
• Longer-term, we proposed to create a sympathetic indoor exhibition and events   
 space with visitor toilets in the South-East portion of the garden, behind the Wilson  
 Gates.

It is worth noting at this stage that the capital works are conceptual ideas, with the      
covered events area and rebranding projects proposed to go ahead in 2021.  Planning is 
at the very earliest of stages – we will continue to consult with members, volunteers and 
the community however the current Covid restrictions makes this challenging.  Within 
the next year we will develop site drawings as well as conservation, finance and activity 
plans to ensure this project will secure the museum’s long-term future and engage a 
wider range of people.  



The project can only happen if grant funding, the Trust's capital and / or other wider 
income becomes available and we have community support.  If the project does not go 
ahead, there will  continue to be serious questions over the ongoing viability of the 
museum in its present form.  While the Trust faces challenges to realise this project, we 
feel we cannot miss the opportunity to secure the future of the only museum to         
preserve the social history of St Andrews.

Sam Walker
Curator/Manager, St. Andrews Preservation Trust Museum

Art & Craft Sale
Sale closes on Sunday 6th December.

To book an appointment
call 01334 477629 or email museum@stapt.org.uk



The Museum Committee continues to meet every two months by video conference to        
support the Museum Manager / Curator in her role.

The photographic exhibition, Moving Jamaica, closed on the 25th of October. We 
received 1136 visitors since opening on the 18th of July, a decrease of around 80% in 
visitor numbers over the same period in 2019. In the run up to Halloween, we filmed 
local storyteller Sheila Kinninmonth telling ghost stories in the museum and these have 
been released on our  YouTube channel. The Art & Craft Sale opened on the 7th of 
November and will close on the 6th of December.  

The Trust has been successful in a grant application to the Museums Galleries Scotland         
Resilience & Recovery Fund for £26,231 to support museum projects in these          
challenging times. The funding will support progressing with plans for the Museum 
Development Project, creating a museum brand and online shop / blog, launching an 
interactive digital map of the Ladyhead, and the installation of a leased line at the 
museum to enable faster broadband speeds. 

Since September, nine talented volunteers have been recruited including two     
post-graduate Museums and Galleries students; one is reporting on environmental    
conditions at the museum and store and the other is carrying out a research project on 
colonial links in the museum collection. We also welcome Ashab Ahmed, a Volunteer 
Curatorial Assistant working towards an SVQ in Museums & Galleries Practice.           
Existing volunteers continue to provide support through guiding and gardening or on 

projects from home, including                   
cataloguing, research and managing social 
media. 

The gardening team continues to do a         
fantastic job in maintaining the museum 
garden. Additional help in clearing the 
layers of leaves in the garden was        
gratefully received from the Lumsden Club, 
an all-female club at the University of St 
Andrews that aims to support women and 
children's charities and the arts. The privet 
hedge bordering the sensory garden was 
removed in early November to encourage 
the growth of other plants and improve 
security in the garden. 

Sam Walker
Curator/Manager, St. Andrews Preservation Trust Museum

Museum News
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