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From 2nd July 2021 St Andrews Heritage Museum and Garden
will be open from 10:30 until 16:30.   



It seems that there are always new experiences to be had, 
and this is as true for the St. Andrews Preservation Trust as 
for any of  us as individuals. 

Towards the end of  May, for the first time in its history, the 
Trust’s AGM was held virtually via Zoom.  It was certainly a 
new experience for me and it felt very strange to be reporting 
from my house to an audience I could not see, yet I knew was
there!  I’m sure it felt just as odd to my fellow ‘top table’ 
colleagues.  Attendees were taken through the Chair’s Report 
and Financial Report, and also had the opportunity to vote on 
two Special Resolutions which were duly passed.  These were to approve the updated 
Articles of  Association and the change of  registered name from St. Andrews Preservation 
Trust to STAPT Ltd.  Explanatory notes and the revised Articles had been sent to 
members with the AGM papers, but I would like to emphasise again here that the change 
of  name will not a�ect how our organisation is known on a daily basis – we are still the 
St. Andrews Preservation Trust, and STAPT Ltd has only been adopted as the name 
registered at Company House for formal business reasons.

On a lighter note, at the end of  the AGM I had the great pleasure of  paying tribute to two 
of  the Trust’s longest-serving supporters - Dorothea Morrison and Anne Morris.  You will 
find a piece about them later in the newsletter.  I also welcomed our new Administrator, 
Sam Ross, who will already be known to some of  you from her previous post with us at 
the Museum.  You can read more about Sam on the following pages too.

By the time you receive this edition, the 23rd Hidden Gardens will have taken place.  As 
Covid restrictions eased su�ciently for it to continue as planned, we can all hope that 
more of  these familiar, much-enjoyed events will soon return to our diaries.  Of  course, 
Hidden Gardens, the Museum and the Trust generally, cannot function without our 
Volunteers.  To those who already give time and talents to the Trust – thank you!  To 
those who may be interested in volunteering, please get in touch – there are a variety of  
opportunities available and we would be delighted to chat to you about them.

Finally, I hope you enjoy this Summer 2021 Newsletter.  Within it you will find a range of  
interesting articles, and my thanks go to all those who have given their time to write these 
for the Trust.  Whether you plan to spend the summer at home, or venture a little further 
afield, I wish you fine weather and a pleasant break.

Sandy Bremner
Chair, St. Andrews Preservation Trust

Message from the Chair



Some people may not be aware that St Andrews had a lifeboat 
station at one time. David Fenton was a member of  the lifeboat 
crew for 40 years and had been coxswain for 8 years prior to his 
retiral in 1938, when the station was closed down.

The last lifeboat, “The John and Sarah Hatfield” had attended 
many vessels in distress from 1912 – 1938, saving a total of  43 
lives. The crew were all volunteers, mainly fishermen. The boat 
had no engine, the crew had to row. One of  the rescues has 
been well documented, the wreck of  the “Prinses Wilhelmina” 
in 1912.

St Andrews Had a Lifeboat Station 

However, there was a rescue which is not so well known which took place on 9th March 
1931 in particularly hazardous conditions, during a blizzard. The steam trawler, 
“Loch Long” of  Aberdeen had crashed on to Balcomie Rocks, near Fife Ness, in a 
snowstorm and northerly gale. The lifeboats from Broughty Ferry, Anstruther and St 
Andrews went to her aid. David Fenton was the coxswain in the St Andrews lifeboat 
which was the first to arrive. They managed to take o� all ten members of  the crew. The 
lifeboat went out at 2:30am and returned to St Andrews at 08:30am with the trawler men
who were then looked after at the Cross Keys Hotel on Market Street.

In London on 13th May that year David Fenton was presented with the Bronze Medal 
of  the Royal National Lifeboat Institute (RNLI) by the Prince of  Wales, for his part in 
saving the crew of  the “Loch Long”, “for gallantry and outstanding skill”.

On the night of  the rescue the coxswain was two crew members short. From the crowd 
of  around 200 which had gathered to help launch the lifeboat, Bob Henrit, a golf  
professional and Bob Duncan, Starter on the Eden Course, volunteered and made up the 
crew. All very brave men!

Pat Harvey 
Photographic Archivist, St. Andrews Preservation Trust

Reprinted from Museum blog January 2021



The Preservation Trust is very fortunate to be the guardian of  
one of  the finest examples of  a beehive doocot (or dovecot) in 
Scotland.  It is likely that it was built by the monks of  the Priory of
 St Andrews in the 16th century, as the Priory owned the land in 
the area around Bogward.  Doocots were commonly found in Fife 
at that time, both in the countryside and within towns themselves, 
as a source of  fresh white meat, considered a delicacy, and eggs.

Bogward Doocot

The remains of  several doocots can still be found in St Andrews.  From the 17th century 
most doocots were of  the more recognisable rectangular design, often in the lectern style.  
An excellent example of  this structure can be found in the grounds of  St Mary’s next to
the Bute Building, but which is now unfortunately rather overshadowed by the recent 
construction of  the elegant Laidlaw Music Centre.

The term beehive doocot describes its circular shape, like a cone with the point at the top 
cut o�.  I often imagine it as a massive summer pudding that has just been turned out of  its 
bowl.  There are three circular lines of  stones, rat-courses, that protrude out from the 
walls to prevent rats and other vermin from climbing the walls to steal eggs or young birds.  
The pigeons entered and exited by ports near the top of  the south-facing aspect.

Inside the doocot the three-foot thick walls resemble a honeycomb of  over 800 nesting 
compartments, or ‘pigeon holes’, all of  which could be reached by a rotating ladder or 
potence to enable the doocot keeper to gather eggs or birds when required.  The top of  
the potence in the Bogward Doocot is held by a cross-beam and the bottom pivot is 
balanced on a support, well above the floor of  the doocot to avoid the erosive power of  
the pigeon droppings.  Even today, although fragile, the potence rotates with the ease and 
simplicity of  a finely gauged instrument.  Nothing was wasted, the lime-rich droppings 
were spread on the neighbouring fields as fertilizer and were used in the tanning and 
dyeing industries. They were even used to produce gunpowder, a valuable commodity in 
the 16th century and beyond.

When the Trust acquired the doocot in 1961, it lay adjacent to Bogward Farm, which at 
that time produced fresh goods for Rusack’s Marine Hotel.  The doocot was in a poor 
state of  repair and it took a major restoration project to secure its future.  Maintenance 
of  the doocot, mostly to remove vegetation from the exterior walls, means that the Trust 
continues to incur costs of  several hundred pounds on a biennial basis.  In the mid and late 
1960s the farm was demolished and the surrounding farmland replaced with housing.  The 
names of  Bogward Road and Doocot Road bear testament to the past history of  the area.



It’s been wonderful to return to the Trust after a few 
years away.  Some of  you may remember when I was the 
Museum Experience Coordinator as an interim measure 
in the summer of  2019.
 
Having lived in St Andrews, and now Crail, since 2015, 
I’m now studying towards my doctorate in the School of  
Management at the University of  St Andrews.  I have a 
great passion for voluntary organisations, community 
projects, and generally getting involved wherever I can. 

Introducing Our New Administrator, Sam Ross

Reflecting on my own student experience as an undergraduate, in 2016 I founded 
the Scottish charity Populus St Andrews, which provided free, informal, non-alcoholic 
events for students and community members struggling with loneliness.  It was this
experience of  co-ordinating volunteers and giving back to the community which sparked
my interest in voluntary projects.  Since then, I have gone on to volunteer as a Trustee with 
the Pittenweem Community Library and Learning Centre, and as an advisor to a tech
start-up in St Andrews. 

Populus now continues in the safe hands of  the St Andrews Student’s Association as I
shift my attention to teaching and mentoring commitments within the University. I’m 
looking forward to continuing my work with with the Trust, through the various 
Communications and Administrative projects which arise.  

For those of  you who would like to contact me, you can reach me on 07743 755 462.
As a part time administrator, I usually work from 1pm – 5pm, Monday – Friday.  You may 
also find me running on the coastal path, or swimming at the East Sands Leisure Centre! 

Looking forward to meeting many more of  you in the coming months. 

Sam Ross
Administrator, St. Andrews Preservation Trust

We hope to open the Bogward Doocot to the public on a Sunday later this summer, 
Covid restrictions permitting.  Details will be posted on the Trust website as soon as a 
date can be fixed.

David Strachan
Vice Chair and Administration Convener



The Trust’s Heritage Museum and Gardens opened on
15th May thanks to government easing of  lockdown and 
Sam Walker’s work within the building to set up social 
distancing markers, supplies of  hand sanitiser and paper 
towels and anti-bacterial wipes etc etc.  What a relief  
and joy to be back in our lovely building and garden, to 
be able to see our colleagues and interact with them and
to be able to open the doors to visitors!  

I love talking about our exhibits as, being a child from the fifties, I remember the items in
the Aikman and Terras exhibit in shops and some of  the washhouse items too.  Fingers 
and mangles do not work well together!!  Turning the handle on the portable forge to get 
the fire going for the blacksmith when he came to shoe my horse and the clang of  the steel 
on the huge anvil as he shaped the shoe to the horse’s foot and then the smell of  burning 
horn – this of  course did not cause pain to the horse.

Before opening our doors, Sam ran inductions for small groups of  volunteers at a time, 
which updated us with the various procedures we have to go through on each shift to 
make sure everything is in order;  these inductions also introduced us to the Summer 
Exhibition called ‘Fringe of  Gold’.  This exhibition was organised and set up by Sam and 
one or two dedicated students and researchers.  Definitely worth a visit and we also have 
videos running and an interactive screen showing locations around town which have a 
connection to the St Andrews Preservation Trust.

St Andrews Heritage Museum 
and Garden

Left picture: Trust mascot 
‘Sebastian’ getting ready
for Hidden Gardens. 

Right picture: Some new 
visitors to the Museum 
garden.



As well as the volunteers who man the museum we have a small group of  gardeners who 
keep the quite extensive gardens up to scratch and this means that they work all the year
around.  This year they have been working on some changes to the garden like the 
removal of  the enormous hedge in the centre which has opened the gardens yet they are 
still divided into sections.  The pond in the Sensory Garden has been replaced by a 
delightful water feature using some ancient mill stones which were lying in the garden, and 
this was the fruition of  our Garden Group leader Marysia’s vision.

If  anyone is interested in volunteering or even just coming for a visit do please get in 
touch either via trust@stapt.org.uk or karen.petersen@stapt.org.uk. We would love to 
see you!  

In the meantime, here are a few photographs of  the gardens taken by Marysia Denyer.  
She had to be very quiet so as not to disturb the fairies who have taken up residence! 

Karen Petersen 
Volunteer Co-Ordinator

To man the museum we are reliant on the generosity of  volunteers who are members of
the Trust, students from the University of  St Andrews and also local residents who just 
want to give of  their time doing something they enjoy.  As Volunteer Co-Ordinator it is 
my job to organise the rota to make sure there are two volunteers on duty per shift of  
which there are two per day.  I have a list of  people and a spreadsheet to populate and 
then this is sent out regularly following updates from people as to their availability.  
Everyone on that list is a joy to work with and so helpful and there is always someone I 
can call on in an emergency to cover a shift.



At the end of  the recent AGM, Sandy Bremner (Chair) paid tribute to Dorothea Morrison 
who has retired from the Trust after a total of  14 years of  service.  During this time she 
served not only as a Trustee, but also periodically as Chair and Vice Chair.

Dorothea was a Trustee between 1995-2002, from 2004-2007 and from 2017-2021.  She 
chaired the Trust from 1998-2002, and was a Vice Chair from 2018-2021.  During these 
periods she was involved in many aspects of  the Trust’s work, including Hidden Gardens, 
the Green Belt Forum and the Pride of  Place Awards.  Most recently, she has been the 
Planning Convenor for the Trust, a role in which her experience as an elected Councillor 
on Fife Council and its East Area Planning Committee was invaluable.

Dorothea’s philosophy concerning planning was encapsulated in this quote from her first 
Annual Report as Chair in 1998, shared by Sandy at the AGM.  It remains relevant today 
and also illustrates the ongoing approach by the Preservation Trust.

Prior to the AGM, Sandy met with Dorothea and presented her with a painting of  the 
harbour area as a token of  appreciation of  all her work since 1995 for both the Trust and 
the town.  

Sandy said “I wish Dorothea a happy and fruitful 
retirement, but I know she is going to be as busy 
as ever!”

Bo Fraser, Communications Convenor

Retirement of Dorothea Morrison

"One of  our most di�cult tasks remains that of  presenting ourselves as 
an organisation living in the real world and not in a time warp.

It is not simply a case of  protecting a mediaeval city in its landscape 
setting, but also a determination to protect its economic viability and 
thriving tourist market.

These two facets are of  mutual importance if  St Andrews is to enter the
21st century as the oft quoted ‘Jewel in the crown’.”



Anne is well-known to many members, having been 
involved with the Preservation Trust in di�ering 
capacities for many years. 

To acknowledge her huge commitment and 
contribution to the Trust during this lengthy period, 
the Board of  Charity Trustees has decided to confer 
the title of  Honorary Vice President on Anne.  
This will take place in person at a ‘face to face’ 
Trust function when Covid 19 restrictions allow.

Honouring Anne Morris OBE

Quiz - What was it Called Then?

St Andrews developed as a tourist centre in Victorian and Edwardian times and many 
hotels were opened, especially after the arrival of  the railway in 1852.  Sadly many of  our 
hotels have closed, changed function or perhaps simply changed name.  

How many hotels do you recall from the period 1945-75 that occupied these current 
premises/locations? Answers on the back page!

  1. Hamilton Hall/Ham’s Hame, The Scores/Golf  Place (until 1949)
  2. Kinnettles, North Street
  3. Southgait Hall, South Street
  4. The Golf  Inn/Niblick, Golf  Place
  5. Students’ Union, St Mary’s Place
  6. Greyfriars, North Street
  7. Hotel du Vin & Bistro, The Scores
  8. Molly Malone’s and apartments above, Alexandra Place
  9. Albany Hotel, North Street
10. John Burnett Hall, Links Crescent
11. Apartments, 85A Market Street
12. Open space, east side of  Abbey Street, opposite Byre Theatre
13. Apartments, 16-24 Golf  Place
14. Mountain Warehouse, Market Street



Hidden Gardens 2021

I was delighted upon discovering that the role of  Administrator involved lending a hand 
with the organisation of  Hidden Gardens, having volunteered for the event myself  in 2019. 
Especially after a year of  very few in-person events, I was heartened by the response of  
the community to Hidden Gardens 2021.  Even when distributing posters to local shops 
and hotels ahead of  the day itself, there was a great feeling of  anticipation and excitement 
for an outdoor, annual, community event. 

Although perhaps biased, my parents enjoyed a long awaited visit to St Andrews for the 
event, returning to the peace and tranquility of  the Museum garden.  Becky Matthew, 
previously an intern with the Trust, and her soon-to-be-husband, Jordan, also enjoyed 
returning to St Andrews for a good ‘snoop’!

My thanks go to the Gardens of  St Andrews committee for their hard work in the months 
prior to Hidden Gardens, and of  course, our garden owners, without whom the event 
would not be possible.  Finally, the enthusiasm and zest of  each and every volunteer is, 
undoubtedly, the source of  success for Hidden Gardens 2021.  Approximately £3,500 was 
raised on the day thanks to our volunteers on the plant, membership, textiles, and book
stalls, in addition to ticket sales themselves. 

I’m looking forward to next year - same time, same place, same weather! 

Sam Ross
Trust Administrator 

Above: Becky Matthew and her 
fiance Jordan. To the right: Peter Haselhurst and 

Brenda Hunter welcoming visitors to 
the Museum. 

Above: One of  three gardens at St Leonard’s.



As first announced in the Spring 2021 newsletter, Hidden Gardens took place on Sunday 
27 June.  It was great to have the event back after last year’s cancellation due to Covid.  
The Trustees’ decision to press ahead with Hidden Gardens this year despite some 
uncertainty was fully justified.  Inevitably the event was slightly scaled down compared to 
previous years.

Some of  the improvements first mooted two years ago were again apparent this year, such 
as the opportunity to buy tickets and refreshments online and the availability of  parking at 
the Boys’ Brigade hall, the latter making things much easier for visitors to the town who 
needed to park.

The Preservation Trust is delighted that Hidden Gardens was able to take place this year, 
representing as it does a small return to normality for the town.  Thanks are due to all the 
garden openers, all the helpers for their work before and on the day, and most 
importantly to all those members of  the public who supported the event on the day. 
Particular thanks are also due to Catherine Erskine and her organising committee and to 
the Preservation Trust’s two employees, Sam Ross and Sam Walker, for whom Hidden 
Gardens involves a lot of  extra work.

Peter Haselhurst 
Hidden Gardens Volunteer and Former Charity Trustee

Above: Marysia Denyer 
alongside her plant stall at
the bottom of  46 South 
Street. Above: Sam Ross and Sandy 

Bremner in the garden of  56 
South Street. 

To the left: the Headmaster’s garden
at St Leonard’s. 
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  1. Grand Hotel
  2. Imperial Hotel 
  3. Royal Hotel
  4. Links Hotel
  5. West Park Hotel
  6. Tudor Hotel
  7. St Andrews Golf  Hotel
  8. Station & Windsor Hotel
  9. Reden Hotel
10. Atholl Hotel
11. Cross Keys Hotel
12. Crown Hotel
13. Golf  Hotel
14. Star Hotel

What was it Called Then? Answers

With thanks to Joanne Ross and Marysia Denyer for 
some of  the photographs included in this newsletter. 


