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The SI Andrews Preservation Trust was founded in 
19]7 and incorporated in 1938. 

Its objcct is to secure the preservation of the amenities 
and historic character of SI Andrews and its neigh· 
bourhood. 

Membership of the Trust is open on the following 
terms and condilions:-

Life Mcmbership-A single payment of not less 
than £20.00. 
Annual Membership-An annual payment of not 
less than £1.00. 
Liability of Members is limited to £1.00. 

Enquiries and Subseriplions should be addressed to 
Lawrence Nash, Esq., Secretary and Treasurer, The 
SI Andrews Preservation Trust Limited, 115 South 
Street, SI Andrews (Tt!' 72152). A banker's order 
form is available for annual subscriptions. 

PUBLICATIONS 

"SI Andrews: The Trust Handbook" 30p 

"Conservation in St Andrews: The Work or 
the St Andrews Preservation Trust" ISp 

"Trees in Se Andrews" SOp 
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THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 
FORTY·FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 

Miss Annabel Kidston 
It is with very great regret that the Trust record the death of Miss Annabel 

Kidston, a distinguished Honorary Vice-President and Founder Member. 
An appreciation of ber work is printed in this Report. 

The Work of the Trust 
The work of the Trust fall s largely on the shoulders of the various Con

veners and their Committee members, as the following reports show. They. 
in turn, are backed up by many willing members of the Trust who give un
stinted and enthusiastic help in many areas. 

We are greatly indebted to all for their support, suggestions, advice and 
not least their vigilance in noting and bringing to the attention of the Trust, 
matters that arise, which are or could be, detrimental to the state of 
our heritage here in S1 Andrews, and upon which the Trust can act, to amend 
or safeguald. The Trust looks to every member for their continued co
operation ar.d interest in our manifold activities in this Held of preservation. 

Last year n:ention was made of the need to find a major project to absorb 
our main energies and resources - to show the public the morc constructive 
side of our activiti~s; the Trust had in mind the possible purchase, renovation 
and reeonstruction of some needy and worthy building. 

While we cannot report the finding of such a project as yet, we have em
barked on a more ambitious use of the property at 12 North Street. 

The Trust has talked for many years of a St Andrews Museum. The 
District Ccuncil has talked for many years ofa St Andrews Museum. Indeed 
both bcdics have also talked to each other for many years of such a museum! 

Since t;::: likelihood of a SI Andrews Museum being established by the 
District Council has, in the light of present financial stringency, disappeared 
for the f re cable futuro, and because of a timely offer of assistance from 
the M:.-.r v.w Services Commission, the Trust decided they must move 
forward. 

Museum 
Thc Trustees' newly formed Museum Committee, under the Convenership 

of Mc John di Folco, has been busy since the beginning of the year re
arranging exhibits in 12 North Street to form a small burgh museum. To 
augment the Trust's own fine collection, articles have been loaned through 
the kindness of the University Archaeology Department and the District 
Council. The Trust house, which has functioned as a house museum for 
a number of years, will now be open to the public on a more regular basis 
from July to October. It will feature in particular objects aimed at providing 
an outline narrative of the town's history as well as displaying a rcconstruc
materials. The Committee will be especially pleased to be able to show 
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recent donations from Mr Morris Anderson of a log book from the sailing 
ship 'Wilhelmina' and of attractive scent bottles given by Mr James Pryde. 

In undertaking to run 12 North Street as a museum the Trust has qualified 
for a Manpower Services Conunission financed appointee, Mr Richard 
Mackenzie, who took up his post as museum assistant in January. 

Enclosed with this report is a letter from the Convener to each member, 
explaining the whole concept more full y. 
tion of part of A. W. Keith's chemist shop fixtures and the use of audio-visual 

Planning 
The Trust opposed the application to demo]jsh the former Congregational 

Church in Bell Street, and made constructive and professional alternative 
suggestions to convert the building in such a way that would allow the 
developers to accommodate the shops they had planned - aU to no avail. 
Planning permission was granted for demo]jtion and the erection of a Dew 
building but with stringent conditions attached thereto which may well deter 
the developers from proceeding. 

In the application lodged by Fine Fare Ltd. to construct a goods trolley 
compound on the east side of their premises in South Street, it was noted 
that this would destroy the old artesian well at the site. 

The Trust raised the matter with, and were assured by, the Senior Estates 
Surveyor of Fine Fare that the plans would be amended to avoid disturbing 
the well. In the event. when work started it was discovered that nothing had 
been done to protect the well; and later when Fine Fare replied to further 
representations, they merely regretted they had been unable to implement 
the required changes! 

This experience emphasises again the need for eternal vigilance in combat
ting the apathy and cynicism prevalent in so many official quarters tOd.1y. 

The Local Plan 
The Trust has been informed that objectors to the St Andrews Local Plan 

will be heard at a Public Inquiry to take place in the Town Hall at the end 
of June. Arrangements wil l be made for the Trust to be represented at this 
hearing. 

Properties 
The Property Committee under the convencrship of Mr P. R. Donaldson 

reports on the various Trust properties that have required repair and mainten
ance. This year Louden's Close was repainted, while the outmoded electric 
storage heaters at 12 North Street were replaced with more efficient units. 
Other works at No. 12 have been carried out as an aid to regular inspection 
of the bui lding fabric, while further works, including external painterwork, 
are anticipated. 

It is also intended to repaint the outside of 141 South Street, and to con
sider ways in which the adjoining courtyard could be made more attractive. 

The Trust properties were fortunate to survive the severe winter without 
any serious damage, but the pantiled roof at Louden's Close will require to 
be repaired latcr this year. 
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The Trust has implementcd a scheme proposed by the Property Committee 
to salvage, store and make available for re·use, historically appropriate 
fittings and materials. 

While considerable work still remains to be done to ensure the successful 
operation of this salvage scheme, the Trust is indcbted to local architects 
and builders for their co-operation in this project. 

""'" Professor J. A. Macdonald, Convener of the Trees Committee, has re-
ported on an armmgement to purchase bulbs in bulk at an advantageous 
price from the District Council. Committee member Mr Lamb, in liaison 
with the Headmaster and teachers of Lawhead School and with the Warden 
of the Lade Braes, has arranged for the pupils to assist in the planting of 
these bulbs throughout the area of the Ladc Braes. 

The garden at 12 North Street has been cleared and replanted with appro
priate trees and shrubs and the Trust is indebted to Mrs Lishman of St 
Monans for the gift of 100 daffodil bulbs which have also been planted in 
the garden. 

The winter and spring gales resulted in the loss of over twenty large trees, 
mainly in the western parts of St AndrcW"S; though there was no damage in 
Trust property. Some eight of these trees were uprooted and the rest broken 
off well abovc ground level. In the latter cases very extensive rotting was 
revealed. This emphasises the importance of a continuing policy of inspection 
followed by removal of infected branches or even the felling and replacemcnt 
of entire trees throughout the city. The maintenance work carried out on 
the Lade Braes does seem to be excellent. 

The Trust's Law Park wood continues to be subjected to senseless misuse 
by pedestrians and cyclists of all ages. Even one of the tree-trunk notice 
boards has been tom down and thrown into the Lade Braes bum. None the 
less, the spring flowers have made the wood exceedingly beautiful this year. 
This is true of the whole Lade Braes area. 

Records and Oral History 
The Convener, Mrs B. Nealc, and the Records Committee record how 

much they miss the wide knowledge and wise counsel of the previous Con
vellcr, the latc Miss Annabcl Kidston. 

Special displays arranged by the Committee throughout the year included: 
The opening of the museum 21 North Street, ill co-operation with the 

National Trust, over the period of the SI Andrews Festival in February; and 
in particular thc showing of items from our photographic collection as well 
as audio-visual programmes of slides and commcntaries of thc D. O. Hill/ 
Adamson early original photographs. 

An open weekend in November at the museum - as part of the St Andrews 
Society's St Andrew's Day celebrations. The displays included one of golf 
itcms of Colonel D. O. W. Lamb and Freddie Tait, arranged by a niece of 
tbe lattcr- Miss M. Tait; parts of A. W. Keith's chemist shop fixturcs and 
items from the Aikman and Terms collection; and ncwly acquircd photo
graphs aJong with our old scrapbooks. , 



A visit to the museum was paid by the St Andrews Group of the British 
Federation of University Women, in December, when great interest and 
appreciation was shown to the audio-visual programme presented. 

Access to the Trust records was graDlcd to a SI uaMrds girl to assis t her 
with her A-level thesis on ' Domestic Architecture in St Andrews'; a copy of 
the thesis is now in our records available for inspection. Additionally. wc 
had a visit from girls ofSt Katharines, and being made part of the educational 
activities of the school in this way is regarded as most valuable and en
couraging. 

Items donated to the Trust during the year are too numerous to list here, 
but our thanks 10 all donors are none the less sincere. 

Important among our acquisitions must be listed: 
The Aikman and Terras shop fixtures and fittings; grocer's items such as 

the coffee grinder a nd coffee roaster, the delivery handcart, the brass lettering 
of the name on the shop front, and much more. 

A painting of the sailing coaster 'The Export' of St Andrews which operated 
about the end of the last century - from the family of the skipper, Captain 
MitcheIJ, late of Marine Place. 

Golf medals and family letters dating back to 1817 - from Mr D. Lamb, 
grandson of Colonel D. O. W. Lamb, C.B.E. 

A wartime paratrooper's bicycle - from Mr G. Christie. 
Photographs from Dr A. C. Blair. Mr G. Christie, Mr R. Eddie, Mrs J. Y. 

Macdonald, Mr R. Poole, Mr T. Sutherland and Miss M. Tait. 
Our sincere thanks are due to the young people of the Youth Opportunities 

Programme who have given us assistance on many tasks throughout the year 
- not all congenial - but which they have always lackled readily and with 
spirit. 

Oral History is becoming an increasingly important pari of the Trust's 
activities. Just as we now rely on old photographs to give us a view and 
record of things we will never sec again - so the taped record is the techno
logical equivalent in sound, and posterity will be able to listen to the voices 
o f our citizens and others telling of their memories and experiences of the 
past - a unique contribution to our knowledge. 

There has been formed a Scottish Oral History Group and within that 
body a Norlh East Fife Group, to bring together recording units in SI And
rews, the Fife Folk Museum at Cercs, the Scots Fisheries Museum at 
Anstruther and others. 

Mrs K. A. Wilson, who organises the Trust's Oral History activities, is 
also preparing a catalogue of all tapes held by the N .E. Fife Group. This 
catalogue will be available for consultation by interested persons at the 
Museum, 12 North Street. 

Mrs Wilson \velcomes suggestions from members as to suitable persons 
who could be interviewed and recorded. 

P ublications 
A second new Christmas card design by Mr A. J. Duff was commissioned 

for 198 1 and put on sale along with a reprint of last year's card. Sales of the 
two cards exceeded 3,300 which is the highest total of Christmas card sales 
yet reached. 
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SMITH AND GOVAN, CHEM IST, 111 South Street, 1822 
(Demolished 1843) 

HADDOWS, WINE MERCHANTS (formerly William Birreil, G rocer), 
89 South Street, 1833 (Windows subsequently enlarged) 



w. C. HENDERSON & SON LTD. (The University Bookshop), 
19 Church Streel- David Heruy (1), c. 1888 

CAIRO'S OUTFITIERS, (formerly Donaldson's Drapery), 
39 BeU Street- James Gillespie, 1886 



The Committee has in band a new edition of the Trust handbook. Or 
R. G. Cant has kindly agreed to revise the text and the title will be changed 
to 'The Preservation Trust Handbook and Guide' so that the public will be 
more aware of the real nature of the book. The new edition sbould be 
available in good time for the 1982 summer season. 

Summer Exhibitions 
This year saw the last of the long series of sixteen Summer Exhibitions, 

for the present, mounted at 21 North Street with great skill and enthusiasm 
by Mrs H. R. Skinner and her committee, and latterly also by Miss G. 
Falconer, Convener of the House Committee. 

The wide varielY of themes clearly appealed to all ages and interests, 
including such memorable subjects as - The History of the Lincn Trade; the 
splendid display of Patchwork Quilts and Wedding Dresses, which drew a 
half-page write-up in The Scotsman. 

This year's exhibition - Nursery Days and Cycling Ways - was equal1y 
popular, showing how children were dressed in the period 1820-1920, such 
as christening robes; exquisite lace, Ayrshire embroidery and Madeira work 
dresses for boys and girls. Each exhibit was displayed properly on models 
specially constructed by Miss Falconer and arranged as tableaux to give a 
real picture of a Victorian nursery. 

The cycling pari of the exhibition showed early cycles, tools and equipment 
with old maps, catalogues and photographs of cycling in SI Andrews in war 
and peace. 

The Trust is greatly indebted to Mrs Skinner for all the pleasure and profit 
her inspiration and hard work, and that of her helpers, has given over the 
years to visitors from all parts of the world; all of which has spread a know
ledge of the work and aims of the Trust as well as contributing significantly 
to its income. 

Musical Evening 
On 28 November 12 North Street was again the venue for a musical 

evening, presented by four students ably led by Simon Lilystonc, and some 
50 members enjoyed a splendid concert and the social time with wine and 
savouries that followed. A useful financial result also accrued. 

Radcl1ffe Trust 
The Radc1iffe Trust has made available a sum of £500 p.a. for three years 

towards the payment of the wages of a craft apprentice in St Andrews. 
The Trust is happy to report that an approved apprentice is now in training 

as a stone mason with W. L. Watson & Sons of Argyle Street, St Andrews. 

Finance 
It will be secn that the surplus of Income over Expenditure this year is 

the lowest recorded for a decade. 
This year has seen some very heavy commitments by way of repairs and 

maintenance to Trust properties - which should not recur at a comparative 
level for some time; so this current surplus is not too alarming, a lthough 
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over the past nine yean the ratio of excess Income over Expenditure has 
been falling. and in the conte,.;t of inflation this is the reverse of what is 
desirable. 

The different sources of our annual Income, expressed as percentages of 
the whole, have remained remarkably constant over the last nine years and 
are almost identical with the aggregate of the nine years, which are as follows: 

Members'Subscriptions 5% 
Donations (including Exhibitions) I1 % 
Rents 20% 
Investments 59% 
Other (mainly Publications) 5% 

Steps are being taken 10 revise the renlals of our leased properties to more 
realistic levels in keeping wilh present day financial conditions. 

Meetings 
The 44th Annual General Meeting was held on 21 May in the Physical 

Sciences Building. Four trustees were elected: Professor P. C. Barley, Mr 
C. H. Martineau, Mrs L. Underwood and Mrs K. A. Wilson. After the 
formal business memben listened to a very informative talk by M.r James 
Simpson, B.Arch., A.RJ.A.C., RI.B.A., F.S.A.Scet., of Edinburgh on 
Craftsmanship and Conservation. Mr Simpson demonstrated a very wide 
knowledge of the craftsman's contribution to our architectural heritage and 
of where such craft services "''ere still available today. 

The Half.Yearly Meeting took place in Lower CoUege Hall on I December, 
when Mrs M. Mercer of Ceres spoke to us on 'Starting and Running a 
M~um'. This talk was most apposite, drawing freely on her e,.;periences 
good and bad, of difficulties and pitfalls and of satisfactions and disappoint
ments - all connttted with the establishment of the Fife Folk Museum at 
Ceres. Members enjoyed a stimulating and instructive evening. 
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(Sgd.) KENNETH R. HA YW ARD, 

Chairman 



ANNABEL KlDSTON 

Address by Hew Lorimer at the Memorial Service, February 19th, 1982 
St Lconards Church, St Andrews 

Today we are remembering a remarkable little lady whose long life spanned 
the entire period of the Preservation Movement, not only in Scotland but in 
Britain. from its beginnings right up to the present day; from the founding 
of the National Trust at the cnd of the 19th century - she was born in 1896-
to the founding of the National Trust for Scotland in 1931 now celebrating its 
Golden Jubilee; then to the founding with Ronald Cant and Alee Paterson, 
herself and others who cared, of the St. Andrews Preservation Trust in 1937 
- formally incorporated in 1938, as the pioneer preservation movement of Ihls 
nature in Scotland. And I have been told and believe that without Annabel's 
rare combination of charm, her artistic passion fuelling her determination, 
and abo'le all her ability to grasp the problems that setting up such a novel 
organisation involved. it might never have got off the ground. 

I think therefore it is fitting that we recall briefly and gratefully the long 
span of her active life, for there must be many who have little idea of the 
scope of ber ceaseless activity first in her painting and later, for the 45 years 
of her life in St Andrews, in her work for its preservation. 

One of the three daughters of a well known Glasgow Solicitor much 
involved in charitable organisations, Annabel KidstOD was an artist to her 
finger tips. But sbe was not of the type that considers "self expression" as 
the "be all and end aU" of anistic activity. For her, I always felt, there was 
a strong connexion between beauty and truth. 

She had absorbed from ber background the tradition of voluntary service 
to the community and with her rare talents she played a remarkably effective 
part wherever she might be in eulturallife. 

She had trained under Maurice William Greiffenhagcn, Head of the 
Painting Department of G lasgow School of Art, and shewn marked talent. 
She was 18 when the First World War broke out and during these years that 
little person did quite strenuous farm work. After the War she taught at 
Laurel Bank School in Glasgow aod meanwhile was developing her painting 
and regularly exhibiting her work - experience that was to prove invaJuable 
in her undiminished activities during the Second World War. 

m 1936 she joined her sister Margaret, who had become a member of the 
Anatomy Department of the University of St Andrews. The following year 
she was the principal moving spirit behind the newly formed Trust. The 
new body at once showed that it meant business, acquiring and arranging 
for plans for the restoration of buildings iD Louden's Close before the Second 
World War broke out in 1939. Thus a start had been made, but little could 
be done until after the cessation of hostilities. 

During the War she taught at the Dundee School of Art. But that was 
not all_ she also look part in teaching art classes in St Andrews for service 
men and women. including those of our allies, and in particular the Poles. 

After the War came a period of great activity for the Trust and Annabel 
was at tbe centre of it a11- the restoration of Louden's Oose was completed 
and that of the nearby Meeting House. The form of the Preservation Trust 
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was developed and its various Commi ttees began to be established - its 
membership canvassed and good relations with the civic bodies of the burgh 
sought. ' 

In 1945 Annabel moved (from Bank House in College Street) to No. 12 
Howard Place, which was where she was living when 1 first met her at the time 
that the great battle fonhe Long Rigs at West Bum Lane was joined. 

By this time she knew and loved every inch of St Andrews and was 
sensitive to every change that might mean a diminution or dilution of the 
historic character of the old place and she was eternally vigilant. 

In 1965, her 70th year, she moved house once again, pUrchasing and re· 
habilitating a house in the very heart of the old burgh. I have always believed 
that ber purchase and restoration of No. 21 Market Street and of No. 23, 
which she restored for her sister NeJl, was prompted by a desire 10 counter 
by this choice any idea that this portion of street east of the Market Square 
as pari of historic residential SI Andrews was expendable. 

In her great and special concern for tree preservation and appropriate 
planting in the town and its immediate surroundings the artist in her domino 
ated. The fall, or the felling of a greal tree was for her a personal tragedy. 
She was for many years convener of the T rust's Tree Committee and she 
succeeding in getting experts from the neighbourhood and the University to 
serve on it. 

In the last few years, as she withdrew from active participation in Trust 
affairs, she concentrated more and more on our records and on the Trust's 
remarkable collection of engravings and photographs of old St Andrews, to 
which she rightly attached great importance. 

The young and especially the young aspiring artist or crafts person she 
would take under her wing and always be ready to help and guide them. 
She had a very special place in her affections for the authentic natives of 
St Andrews, the few surviving members of the fishing community, and also 
for the native shop-keepers, tradesmen and crafts people. They were for her 
a truly enriching element in her wide circle of friends. 

What a loss the old town has suffered in the passing of its most doughty 
defender. She had the courage of her convictions, bravery in action, integrity, 
exceptional sensibility and that invaluable capacity for sta ting clearly and 
persuasively the case for the causes she was defending ... and always there 
was the same unsparing giving of her time, talents, energy, - of herself. 

I feel sure that as she was received into eternity she must have been wel· 
comed with the word. "Well done, good and faithful Servant." 

The text of the address has, by agreement, been very slightly amended for 
inclusion in the Trust Year Book. 
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THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

REVENUE ACCOUNT FOR YEAR ENDED 31st DECEl\mER 1981 

Revenue: 
Subscriptions from Subscribing Members 
Donations 
Interest Received 
Rents and Feuduties 
Publication Profit 
Income Tax Repayment 

£218 
229 

3,219 
1,5 18 

SS4 
408 

1980 
£275 
910 

2,989 
1,543 

374 

5" 
£6,236 £6,667 

Less: 
Administralfon Expenses: 

Stationery and Advertising (including printing of Report) £ 1,068 
Meeting Expenses 263 
Honorarium to Secretary (£ISO for 1980) 800 
Audit Fee 160 
Post, Telephone and Sundries 478 
Legal Fees 

Property Upkeep: 
Rates, Taxes and Insurance 
Heating and Lighting 
Repairs, etc. 

£687 
635 

1,11 1 
Factor's Fees 

Other Expenditure: 
Photographs 
Tree Clearance 
Slide Projector .. 

Surplus for Year (carried to Balance Sheet) 

(Signed) WALLIS A. HEATH, Trllstee 

(Signed) PETER R. DONALDSON, Trustee 

11 

183 

"'1 

£2,769 

2,616 

61 

5,446 

£790 

"'77 
l23 
500 
15. 
346 
164 

622 
.. 5 
715 
139 

11 
25. 
290 

4,432 

£2,235 



THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31st DECEMBER 1981 

A;ud A$Sell: 
Heritable Property-Per Appendix I 
Furniture Qnd Fitting~Per Appendix I 

Cuutnt Asseu: 
PublicatIons, etc,: 

Stock as valued by Secretary 
Net Cost of "What to Sce in East Fife" Booklet 

Debtors 
Cash in Bank and on Hand 
ln~tstments 

us:; 
Current Uabllitles: 

Sundry Creditors and Accrued ChulltS 
Subscriptions paid in Advance .. 

Represented by: 
Reserves and Undlstribuud Revenul/!: 

Revenue Account: 
Balance as per Balance Sheet as at 31st Dcc:ember 

£8 •• 
12 

1980 £16,931 
Add: Surplus for 1981 per Revenue Account 790 

£18,744 
1,752 

£20,496 

964 
'20 
90 

1,116 
29,000 

51,986 

822 

£51,164 

£17,721 
Capi/ol Accounts-Per Appendix n .. 33,443 

£51,164 

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS 

1980 
£15,855 

1,252 

£17,107 

1,103 

8. 
2,638 

29,000 

49,928 

.SO 
4 

£49,774 

£16,931 
32,843 

£49,774 

We have examined tbe books and annexed accounts of the St Andrews Preservation 
Trust Limited. We have accepted a certificate from the Secretary that the Title Deeds 
of the Heritable Property are in o rder and unburdened. In our opinion, the Balance 
Sheet and Profit and Loss Account comply with the Companies Aets 1948 to 1980, and 
give respectively a true and fair view of the Trust's affairs as at 31st December 1981 
and of the surplus for the year thus ended. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRA Y & Co., C.A., Auditors 

St Andrews, 23rd Marcb 1982 
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APPENDIX I 

HERITABLE PROPERTY AND FURNITURE &. FlTI1NGS 

Cos. Additions Soles 
Heritable Procerty: 

146 South treet and 1 &. 2 
Louden's Close, 
St Andrews £2,030 £108 

136 South Street, St AndwHs 2,082 
141 South Street, StAndrews 5,639 
12 North Street, StAndrews 3,539 942 
Bogwan1 Dovecote 1,340 
BeJl Rock House, 

The Harbour, StAndrews 
(sifted by Mrs Sekalska) 1,912 1,839 

£16,542 £2,889 

Furniture and Fittings £1,350 £SOl) 

APPENDIX II 

CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 
Gentral: 

Balance as at 31st December 1980 
Add: Life Members' Subscriptions for 1981 

Boase, Bryson and Othtr Jkquests: 
AA at 1st January 1981 

Specific: 

Agpegate 
Depreciation 

to date 

Book Value 
at 31st 

Dectmber 
1980 

£2,138 
£127 1,955 
315 5,324 

4,481 
24S 1,00S 

3,751 

£687 £18,744 

£98 £1,752 

£18,779 
100 

1980 

£18,879 £18,779 

7,702 7,702 

Pilsrim Trust and DaIrymple Archaeological Fund Grants-
Purchase and Reconstruction of Lauden's Close £1,813 

Dalrymple Archaeological Fund Grant-
Reconstruction of 136 South Street 100 

Donation from Mrs Mabel Boase 100 
Kate Kennedy Club-Balance of Donation 8 
Grant from Dalrymple Archaeolosical Fund 

towards repair ofBogward Dovecote £ISO 
Anonymous Donation 2S 

Donation from the late Miss}. 1 Low to meet 
cost of alterations to 141 South Street 

Donation from the Executors ofMiu}. I. Low 
for the reconstruction of 12 North Street 

Donation fore1octrical equipment for 141 South 
St=, 

Radcliffc Trust- Advance re contribution to 
apprentice stonemason's waaes . . 
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2,2SO 

1,816 

100 

6,362 6,362 

6,862 

£33,443 £32,843 



HISTORICAL NOTES 

ST ANDREWS SHOP FRONTS 1830.1930 

JOHN FREW 

Although shops have been a feature o f urban Britain from the Middle 
Ages onwards, the shop frontage is an architcctural form of comparatively 
recent evolution, the earliest examples of any consequence probably not 
dating from before the mid-cightcenth century. These early experiments 
were' restricted to the major thoroughfares of the larger towns and cities, and 
it is unlikely that they prompted anything more than a very modest response 
in SI Andrews, where the requirements of a small and far from affluent 
population were largely satisfied by weekly (Monday, Wednesday and Satur
day) open markets. The few shops that survived in the face of such com
petition were undoubtedly small and unpretentious establishments, the 
majority comprising converted domestic premises inlO which it would have 
been necessary for the customer to enter before viewing a prospective pur
chase. On the rarc occasions that cxtcrnal display was auenlpted, it would 
invariably have been achieved by the sinlple expedient of enlarging an existing 
window, the display area thus created being enclosed by shutters and, in the 
more prosperous establishments (e.g. Smith and Govan, formerly 111 South 
Street, 1822. Plate 1), pan~ of crown (or "boUle") glass, with each pane held 
in position by horizontal and vertical glazing bars. One important conven
tion nevertheless remained virtually unchanged until the last years of the 
nineteenth century. As in previous times it continued 10 be customary for 
Ih~ shopkeeper to live above his place of work. and it was undoubtedly 
this convention that dctcnnined the arrangement of the only purpose-buih 
premises of the first half of the century 10 have survived to lhe present day. 
nos. 68 and 73-81 South Street, where the simple classical format imitated 
the formula first introduced to St Andrews by Robert Ba1four's town houses 
of 1810-20. 

The conservatism of these early arrangements belied the scale of the 
changes that were to take place in the second half of the nineteenth century. 
[f these were the result of a number of factors, including the belated revival 
of the town's prosperity and lhe steady rise of its population, none bad a 
more immediate impact than the removal of tax on sheet and plate glass in 
1846. large panes of glass, uninterrupted by glazing bars, and formerly 
prohibitively expensive. were now placed within the purchasing power of 
even modestly well-to-dQ .shop proprietors. The generously proportioned 
windows added to George Rae's corner composition of 1 Bell Street (c. 1850. 
subsequently further enlarged) were possibly the firs t to exploit the potential 
of the new technology and it was almost certainly at this time that the win
dows of 89 South Street were increased to their presenl d imensions. Such, 
however, has been the extent of subsequent improvements that no more than 
a handful of these early experiments in shoet and plate glass survive in their 
original state, and it is to be regretted that John Milne (1823·1904), the one 
St Andrews architect of the mid-Victorian period known to have eJtpressed 
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THE UNIVERSITY SPORTS SHOP (originally J. Cook and Son, 
Booksellers and Stationers), 80 Market Street- James Gillespie, 1893-4 

AUCHTERLONIE 'S GOLF SHOP, 
4 Pilmour Links-Charles Anderson, 1901 



FLETCHER'S MUSIC AND BOOKSHOP 
121 South Sueet- James Scou, 1906 

THE CITIZEN BOOKSHOP, 
107 South Street- Frank Pride, 1928 



an interc£t in shop design, is now commemorated by only one documcnted 
commis:ic n, the sequcncc of shop prcmises that occupy the ground floor of 
91-93 r.larket Street. Although a late (1889) work, and despitc the fact that 
it is now disguised by unsympathetic additions and alterations, enough of 
the framework of Milne's composition survives to demonstrate his belief in 
the advantages to be g.'1ined from a generous display area, supporting his 
contention that the "magnitude of window light" produced by "breadth of 
plate glass" provided a "striking contrast with [the frontages of} a former 
age".1 

Much earlier in his career, in 1860/1, Milne had submitted plans for 
FOOIC'S Dr:'r-:;ry, 10 Crossgate, Cupar. The completed composition aroused 
considerable contemporary interest, an enthusiastic account of the "elegant 
and tastefully designed" building claiming it to have "no equals ... in 
Scotland, out of Glasgow or Edinburgh; if indeed the latter has any at all 
to compare". Such generous p' ai£e was not only inspired by the scale of the 
new premises but by Milne's adw nturous use of plate glass and, equally 
significantly, exposed cast iron columns: 

"The shop internally is an immense hall of97 fect by 34 with a ceiling 
14 ft. 6 ins. high, supported by two rows of cast metal piJJars of a 
chaste ornamental design frcm ShoU's foundry, Leith. Its front show
window is 20 feet wide by 12 feet high, and consists of three panes 
only, each of them being upwards of 6 feet wide. Inside this immense 
window is a slightly r.lised platform, where both ladies' and gentle
men's wares may be displayed to great advantage, while the centre of 
the floor belween the counters unoccupied is a promenade 70 feet 
long by 16 broad. The further cnd of the hall is lighted from the roof 
by semi-circular glass covering, which, while it adds greatly to the 
ornament of the room and the cheerful and elegant appearance of the 
building, has this peculiar and special advantage of giving lhe best 
possible supply of light, where it is most needed, and in a manner 
most satisfactory to parties examining coloured goods"2 

The use of cast iron as a basis for architectural construction was not in 
itself new. Milne, for example, had already employed iron supports at 
Martyrs' Church, SI Andrews (1851-2), and cast iron beams and stanchions 
(invariably masked by brick or masonry facing) had been introduced as an 
integral part of warehouse and factory construction from the late eighleenth 
century onwards. It was not, however, until the second quarter of the nine
teenth century that iron members began to assume a role of prominent visual 
importance in architectural composition, and il was only in the 1850s that 
ornamental columns and lintels, specifically intended for shop construction, 
were first included in the cutalogues circulatcd by the major iron foundries. 

To the shopkeeper, the advantages of the cast iron frame must scarcely 
have needed emphasising. It was cheap, easy to assemble, supposedly fire
proof and immensely strong. 11 was also capable of resolving the period's 
characteristic fondness for decorative effect with structural economy, the 
latter permitting the full exploitation of continuing advances in glass tech
nology. 

That it was a formula that proved highly attractive to the shopkeepers of 
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St Andrews is confirmed by the survival - despite many losses - of no fewer 
that twenty-five frontages, particularly impressive sequences surviving in 
Church Street, .Bell Street and (in the vicinity of the West Port) South 
Street. Although it is possible that some at least of the new arrangements 
were tbe result of individual shopkeepers working in co-operation with local 
builders, the majority were undoubtedly the responsibility of architects, and 
it is impossible to ignore the probability that the dominant individual in 
this respect was Milne. whose Crossgate, Cupar, composition had established 
his reputation as a shop designer of the very highest calibre. The confusion 
that still surrounds the introduction and early development of the cast iron 
frame in St Andrews should not, however, be allowed to detract from the 
impact that those responsible for the new arrangements exerted on shop 
front design. Not the least of their achievements was to establish a simple 
compositional formula - with a recessed and centralised entrance, flanked 
by load-bearing columns - that was echoed by innumerable later composi
tions, although nowhere more impressively than a t 19 Church Street (the 
University Bookshop) where the introduction of polished Peterhead granite 
provides an imaginative foil to the colour and texture of the town's tradi
tional sandstone finish (plate 3). 

The architect of the University Bookshop is not recorded. The introduc.
tion, above shop level, of relieving arches, and the idiosyncratic detailing of 
the gables nevertheless suggest the involvement of David Henry (1 835-1914), 
who combined precisely the same features at St Andrews Burgh (now Grey
friars) School (1888-9). Little, however, is known of Henry's activities as a 
shop architect during this period, although it seems possible tha t his ambitions 
in this respect may have been limited by the successes of his younger rival, 
James GilIespie (1854-1914).' Gillespie had established himself in architec
tural practice in St Andrews in the mid-1870s, but it was not until the 
following decade that he turned his attention to the problem of shop design. 
His first fully documented shop commission was also one of the largest he 
was ever to undertake: the complete reconstruction of Donaldson's Drapery, 
21 (now 39) Bell Street (1886), including a frontage of Corinthian cast iron 
piers and columns, each ten feet high, extending across the entire width of 
the remodelled premises (plate 4).' Such an impressive arrangement probably 
established Gillespie's reputation, placing him in a perfect position to exploit 
what must have appeared to have been an aJmost insatiable demand for new 
and improved shop premises, I and he was subsequently responsible for a 
long sequence of smaller, but related, compositions, including the town's 
new Post Office, South Street (now an extension of the Citizen Bookshop, 
189 1),2 (now 27) and 9 Church Street (189 1 and 1892), and the now destroyed 
compositions of 4 Ellice Place (1891) and 153/5 and 65 South Street (1891, 
1899).8 It is perhaps ironic, therefore, that his most ambitious undertaking, 
the corner composition of 80 Market Street (1893/4) (plate 5),7 dispensed 
with exposed cast iron columns altogether, a banded Peterhead granite pier 
providing both necessary support for an imaginativcly massed superstructure 
and a tributc to the granite frontage of 19 Church Street, probably executed 
at the end of the preceding decade. 

Despite the popu13rily the cast iron frame clearly enjoyed with the trading 
community, not everyone was convinced of the merits of an architectural 
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fonnula that had so transformed the appearance of the old town centre. As 
early as 1890 a correspondent of the St Andrews Citizen had written to 
comment on "the very debased taste as is now frequently exhibited by the 
introduction of cast iron mullions, pilasters etc., into shop buildings etc. 
surmountcd with Horid Corinthian capitals. or other spurious monstrosities": 

" ... I do not wish to condemn absolutely the structural use of cast 
iron, but [ maintain that it should only be used sparingly, and in the 
simplest forms, so as to be at all events inoffensive, unobtrusive, and 
unobjectionable. One had hoped that the days of'Carpenters Gothic' 
and other such shams and abominations had forever gone by, and 
that Mr Ruskin had not altogether lived in vain; but our street 
arcrutecture both in town and country is now being subjected to even 
greater degradation by a set of men calling themselves a rchitects, but 
who, to judge by their works, are evidently not imbued with the spirit 
or genius of their calling'" 

It is noticeable, indeed, that in his last arrangements - most notably at 
72 South Street ( 1903)e - GilIespie resorted to the introduction of completely 
unadorned cast iron colwnns. He had been anticipated in this respect by 
his one-time assistant, Charles Anderson (see especially Auchterlonie's Golf 
Shop, 4 Pilmour Links, 1901 , Plate 5).10 And it was thus left to David Henry 
to provide St Andrews with its last shop frontage to exemplify the full vigour 
of Victorian design, the corner composition of 165 South Street (formerly 
Aikman & Terras, 1905).11 

A year later (1906) Gillcspie's partner James Scot! (1861-1944) submitted 
plans for the frontage of Aetcher's music and bookshop, 121 South Street 
(plate 1).11 The arrangement was remarkable for a number of reasons, not 
the least of which was ScoU's ingenious use of disguised cast iron supports 
which enabled him to introduce an unprecedented breadth of plate glass. It 
was nevertheless the extraordinary delicacy of the F1etcher's fenestration that 
must have impressed the St Andrews public, certain features - notably the 
gently curving transom, and eight panes of leaded glass-confirming that 
by this stage in his career the architect was familiar with the activities of such 
Glasgow contemporaries as James Salmon Jr., and Charles Rennie Mackin
tosh, whose work had been illustrated in the enormously influential magazine 
The Studio. which the Gillcspie and Scott partnership had subscribed to from 
the appearance of its firs t volume in 1893. 

1be prominent place that the Aetcher's frontage holds in the history of 
St Andrews shop architecture is accentuated by the fact that of the long 
sequence of closely related compositions designed by Scol1 between 1905 
and 1914, it alone survives in a virtually unaltered state.i3 With the outbreak 
of war, shop building on an appreciable SC3le virtually ceased altogether. It 
was only, indeed. in 1924 that Scott returned to the problem of shop design, 
the curved glass frontage of 8 (now 25) Bell Street (fonnerly A. T. Reid. 
optician) providing an elegant and imnginative variation on the Aetcher's 
theme. I ' The Reid's frontage was followed, in 1927, by Scoll's now destroyed 
composition for R. B. Ness and Sons, 137 South Street. I ' His solution on 
this occasion was once again to introduce a lightweight wooden fenestration 
that penniued a generous cxpanse of plate glass, and it was prcswnably 
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these experiments - the last frontages Scott was ever to execute - that 
prompted Frank Pride's designs for the remodelled Citizen Bookshop, to7 
South Street (1928, Plate 8). 

Conceived of in the belief that the" harsh note of modernity" was inappro
priate to the St Andrews setting, the combination" of weathered oak and old 
stone, relieved by latticed windows and hard wrought iron" struck a deliber
ately archaic note, reminding the public of "those days before building work 
was industrialised, when materials were used just as they came to hand, and 
were not ashamed to shoulder, and show, thcir proper p lace in the structure".lt 
Inevitably, however, Pridc's composition remained an isolated experiment, 
and it was only in the following decadc, with the completion of F. W. Wool
worth's Market Street premises (1935), that St Andrews shop architccture 
entered iota a new, and altogethcr differcnt, phase of development. 

NOTES 
I. St Andrews Cilizen, 16 December 1882, p. 4. For Milne's architectural career 

(including 91-3 Market Street), see R. G. Cant, "Historical Notes on S1 Andrews 
Architects" n, Trust Yearbook, 1967. 

2. For the full text, see the entry (dated in Milne's handWriting "1861") included 
in Milne's own scrapbook of letters and newspaper cuttings (Universi ty of 
St Andrews Muniments Collection, MS 37447). 

3. Oillespie's career can be reconstructed from the office drawings of the archi
tectural firm James Oillespie and Scott. As a result of a meticulous tiling and 
indexing system, maintained for over a century, even the very earliest of the 
firm's records (comprising drawings, workbooks, ledgers and related material) 
have survived, prOViding a remarkable insight into the workings of a lar~ and 
successful Victorian and Edwardian practice. The bulk of the Gillesple and 
Scatt archive (hereafter abbreviated as OS) has now been deposited in tbe 
University of SI Andrews Muniments Collection. 

4. Now Dirds Outfitters. For GilIespie's drawings see OS no. 36. 
5. The steady flow of shop commissions that GiIlespie received during the last 

two decades of the nineteenth century reflected a general increase in the number 
of St Andrews shop premises. Something of the extent of this expansion can 
be gauged from the St Andrews Directory of 1898 which inclUded, among others, 
nine blacksmiths, eleven shoemakers, ten bakers, six butchers, seven watch
makers and jewellers, twenty-four dairies, nineteen drapers and clothiers and 
twenty·six grocers and provision dealers, all catering for the needs of a still 
small (c. 7000), but by now obviously prosperous, populace. Not all were small 
establishments. Gillespie's plans for the reconstruction of Ritchie's Drapery, 
135 South Street (1893) included, for example, no fewer than eleven separate 
working areas: salon, cellar, washing house, counting room, milliner's work 
room, dressmaker's cutting room, dressmaker's work room, tailor's work 
room, machinist's room, (tailor's 1) cutting room and a pressing room (GS 
no. 578). 

6. GS nos. 521,204,619,270,375.46. 
7. OS no. 244. 
8. SI Andrews Citizen, 21 June 1890, p. 5. 
9. GS no. 798. 

10. Dean of Guild Register of Plans no. 345. 
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11. Dean of Guild Register of Plans no. 588. 
12. GS no. 93 1. 
13. Frontages designed by s<:ott during this period. but which have been completely 

removed, include the composit ions of 11 7 South Street, 1905 (GS no. 532); 83 
and 87 South Street, both 1907 (GS nos. 978, 933); 8 (now 25) Bell Street, 1908 
(GS no. 907; replaced by ScoU's 1924 fron tage); the Fairfield D rapery, 72 
Market Street, 1909 (GS no. 949) a nd 159 SOUlh Street, 1911 (GS no. 11 77). 
Part of Seott's frontage to 6/1 Church Street (originally Alexander Fyfe's Ha rd
ware and Fancy Goods Emporium, now the Music Shop) of 1906 (GS no. 835) 
survives, although his elegant fascia has been either replaced or disguised. 

14. GS no. 1873. 
15. GS no. 1904. 
16. SI Andrews Citizen, 2 June 1928, p . I. 
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