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Th, SI Andrews Pl6servllion Trust was founded in 1937 
end incorporated if! 1938. 

Its object is to secure the preservation of the ameniliet 
and historic character of SI Andrews and its neighbour· 
hood. 

Memb.rship of the T rust is open on the following 
terms and conditions;-

life Membolship.-A single payment of not leS5 than 
(20.00. 
Annual Membership-An annl.lal payment of not less 
than (1.00. 
Liabilitvof Members is limiled 10 fl.00. 

Enquiries and Subscriptions should be addreS$8d 10 
Lawrence Nash, Esq .• Secretary and Treasurer. The 
SI Androws Preservation Trust limited, 115 Soulh Street, 
S! Andrews (Tel. 72152). A blinker's order form is IVlil
ablator annual subscriptions. 

PUBLICATIONS 

"SI Andrews: The Trust Hendbook" 30p 

"Conservelion in SI And,ewI: The Work of Ihe 
SI Andlews Preservalion Tlu,C 15p 

"Tr&&s in SI Andlltws" GOp 



SHOP FRONTAGE OF A IKMAN AND TERRAS 
(by David Henry. 1905) 
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ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMlTED 

FORTY-SECOND ANNUAL REPORT- FOR TI-ffi YEAR 1979 

PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
Stanley Smith Court 

The most important and disturbing application in 1979 was the University's 
scheme 10 build a major postgraduate accommodation block together with 
other collegiate facili ties in the garden of Dean 's Court. The ensuing conflict 
hetween the Trust and the University was regretted on both sides. [nviled 
for the first time 10 advise during the preliminary stages o f a major project, 
we were not able to dissuade the University from choosing this uniquely 
sensitive si te. Successive designs were produced to accommodate our lesser 
criticisms; but there was no avoiding the fact that today's financial restrict ions 
rule Oul a building of the quality that the pre-eminent si tes in the Conservation 
Area adjaccn: to historic build ings are rightly held to require. It was a great 
relief to us when North-East Fife's planning committee refused planning 
permission in November. They thereby upheld the detailed objections that 
we and very many local residents, post-graduate students, university staff, 
as 'wcll as other amenity organisations had presented. 

With victory, however, there are a lso losses. What started as an exercise 
in collaboration and then led to revised plans and long delays, ended in 
conflict and an inability to find any common ground. It may be some time 
before collaboration on major projects is feasible once more. Yet it is not 
true that the Trust objects to any new project of the University in the Con
servation Area . We favoured the scheme to build flats on derelict ground 
between South Street and SI Mary's Place, taking the view Ihat this would 
be a useful addi tion to the town's building stock. The irony oflhe Dean's 
Court project, however, is that changes in government policies have now 
removed fo r the foreseeable future any lik.ely demand for additional post
graduate accommodation. 

Other applications 

On o ther projects our work has been less public. We have encouraged 
the Director of Planning's attempts 10 strengthen Council policy on the 
invasion of the town by Building Societies. It is not enough to protect a 
small a rea of the shopping centre, lest the fr inges become overrun with 
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offices. We therefore objected to the proposals to convert corner-sites at 
either end of Bell Street into Building Society offices. It remains to be seen 
whether the Se<:retary of Slate will uphold the Committee's decision on the 
magnificent shop now occupied by Aikman and Terras. 

Amongst much valuable work on details, two failures stand out. We failed 
to seeure the preservation of the screen of trees at Ci ty Park or to limit the 
height of the block for elderly people that has been approved there. Eq ually 
our objections (on grounds of expense, appearance and need) to the Pelican 
crossing now being constructed in Soulh Street outside the Royal Bank of 
Scotland were not upheld. Both involved good causes but thc plans seemed 
to us to be spoilt by poor design. 

Properties 

The Trust has had one major acquisition during the year. Mrs R. Sekalska 
has most generously conveyed her property at the harbour, Bell Rock House, 
to the T rust. The arrangement gives Mrs Sek.·lIska a life-occupancy of the 
property whilst the Trust takes immediate responsibil ity for the structure of 
the building. Formerly the Bell Rock Tavern, the house is the oldest and 
most a ttractive of the buildings on the harbour front. We are fortunate and 
happy that this magnificent gift will enable us to help ensure the preservation 
of one of the town's most distinctive scventecnth-century houses. 

Maintenance of our other properties con tinues to be a major preoccupa
tion. The Burgher Oose is now resplendent in its new paintwork, which we 
hope has aJI the attractiveness of the former traditional ochre wash, which 
is no longer available. At 12 North Street wc have completed the repainting 
and refurbishing of the interior. The house now forms a fine setting fo r our 
annual exhibitions and other activities. 

R«ords 

Following last year's successful display of many of our photographs in 
the Crawford Arts Centre, the director, Miss l ennifer Wilson, mounted a 
small exhibition of the best of our engravings. Such collabora tion providcs 
us wi th a marvellous opportunity to display items whieh cannot be success
fully shown in 12 North Street. Copies of the catalogue are available 10 any 
members who might wish to have them. 

An outstanding feature of the year has been the co-operation of the Man
power Services Commission on a number of projects. They have provided 
for us the expert a rchival skills of Miss Seath who has pushed the cataloguing 
of our collections near to completion. The Commission also provided a 
group of young workers who sct to work cleaning and rehabilitating some 
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items of nineteenth-century household equipment-kitchen ranges, wash-tubs 
and the like. They were spotted by Mrs Neale in Marine Place when they 
were about to be thrown out. Her watchfulness and the co-operation of the 
architects of the Bield Trust has allowed us to preserve these relics of an 
everyday life that has vanished. Another learn from the Commission has 
cleared the garden ground that we purchased behind the Trust house some 
years ago but which had become overgrown. Planting will take place in the 
spring. 

Items donated to our collections and records include: four pictures of 
SI Andrews bequeathed by Miss Nancy Kaye, a number of old engineering 
tools made by J. Wilson and presented by Mr W. Wilson of Blebo, some 
much needed display cases and stands from Mr and Mrs Room and some 
slides of modem SI Andrews taken and donated by Mr D. Neale and his 
son Dafydd. 

Summer Exhibition 

Once again our annual exhibition broke all records. Over 4000 visitors 
came to the Trust's house attracted by the intriguing 'Rails and Patches' 
title. They were not disappointed. Downstairs railway enthusiasts could 
indulge their hobby amongst relics of the railway and the station in St And
rews; upstairs the house was transformed by the most lovely display of 
patchwork from Scotland, England and from America. The range of colours, 
techniques and needlework skills on display was breathtaking. Visitors were 
so impressed that they bought patchwork kits for cushion covers just as fast 
as Miss Falconer and the Committee could produce them. Sales of the kits, 
of publications and donations during the exhibition totalled more than £500. 

Retirements 

This year also saw the retiral as trustees of two of our stalwarts, Miss 
A. A. Kidston and Mrs H. R. Skinner, who in recenl years have convened 
the Records and the House and Exhibition committees. Only chairmen 
know fully how much the Trust has owed to their energy and inspiration. 
Fortunately they have both continued to serve on their old committees and 
to case the paths of their successors. The Trustees were very pleased to elect 
Miss Kidston, one of our founder-members and a former Chairman of the 
Trust, as an Honorary Vice-President. 

The Trust Party 
These changes made 1979 a particularly suitable moment for the Trust 

to thank some of those who had worked for us over the last forty years io 
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connection with no. 12 North Street. Some have helped on thc building 
itself, others havc donatcd items for our collections o r have joined in the 
work: of ordering and cataloguing our records; some have lent items for 
display, others have helped to set up or to man the exhibitions. The Trust 
has depended, and depends still , upon the good will of a host of friends, 
giving of their timc and energy beyond the call of duty. To our delight somc 
200 guests joined the Trustees in Lowcr College Hall on 24 October to enable 
us to proffer a convivial thanks for their labours on our behalf. Mr A. D. 
Paterson rounded off a happy occasion with some wcll-chosen reminiscences 
of the early days of the Trust. 

Autumn Outing 

This year's expcdition on 15 September went to the recently partially 
restored Balgonie Castle, ncar Markinch. A most enjoyable day's outing 
was completed by a visit to the .Balbimie Craft Centre and an excellent tea 
iD Falkland. 

RotllJ'y Exhibition 

The Trust was onc of many local organisations providing a stand at the 
Rotary Club's centcnary exhibition in the Town Hall on Saturday and 
Sunday 8th and 9th March. We showed a selection of 'before' and 'after' 
photographs of our restorations, photos of our summer exhibitions, a selec
tion of publications and a continuous showing of slides of the town. 

Meetings 

The 42nd Annual General Meeting of the Trust was held on 17th May in 
the Physical Sciences Building. Six trustees were elected: Mr G. Christie, 
Miss G. L. C. Falconer, Mr K. R. Hayward, Mr W. A. Heath, Mrs M. C. 
Mackenzie, Mrs B. Neale. After the formal business, the members listened 
to a fascinating talk by Mr A. Fenton, the Director of the National Museum 
of Antiquities in Edinburgh, on 'Early Agriculture and Country Life in 
Scotland'. 

The Half-Yearly Meeting was held in Lower College Hall on 22nd Novem
ber and was very well attended. Mr A. B. Paterson showed some of the slides 
from the Trust's collection of early photographs; he brought back memories 
and taught us all much of the town's recent, and not so recent, past. 
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Chairman. 



THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

Revenue Account for year ended 31st December 1979 

Reven"e; 
Subscriptions from Subscribing Members 

Donllions 
InlerHI Received 
Rents and Feuduties 
Publicllion Profit 
Incoma Tax Repayment 

LlSs: 
AdmlmstrttivtJ ExprJns,s: 

Stltionery and Advertising (including prin ting 01 Report) 
Meeting Expenses 
Honorarium to SKret&ry 
Audit Fe. 
Post. Telephone and Sundries 

Property Upk,l,p: 

Rells, Taxes end Insurance 
Hoal ing and Lighting 
Repairs, etc. 
Facto,', Fees 

DIll" EJ(p.ndil/Jre: 

Photograph. 

Surplus for Yell (c.rried to Balance Sheet) 

(Signed) N. P. BROOKS, TU.matJ 

(Signed) J . F. ALLEN, Tluste, 
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[585 
5.2 

1.940 
18. 

1978 

£243 [ 277 
8 .. 331 

2.545 2,014 
1,685 .88 

8' 652 
920 .33 

£6.261 £6,195 

£438 £887 
73 37 

500 500 
127 90 
.3. 2., 

£1 ,572 

£548 
381 
346 
120 

3,256 

1 152 

4.829 3,302 ------.. £1 432 (1,893 
--- --



THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

Balance Sheet 88 at 31st December 1979 

Fb(ed A&$tlts: 

HlJrit.ble Properly-Per Appendi)C I 
Fumituftl.nd Fitlings-Per Appendix I 

Cu",mt AUflt:r: 
Public,llons, etc.: 

Stock 85 valued by Secretary 
Debtor. 
C.,h in Sank end on Hand 
Inves/ments 

lllu: 
CUffMt li,bilititlll: 

Sundry Creditors and Accrued Charges 
Subscriptions paid in Advance 

Represented by: 
RestNvlJS IInd Undistributed Revenue: 

Revenue Account: 

Balance n per 8elance Sheet as 81 3 1 st December 

1978 
Add: Surplus for 1979 per Revenue Account 

C.p;lI! Accounts-Per Appendix 11 

£127 
11 

£13,264 
1,432 

£15.281 
1,272 

£16,553 

1,210 
48 

2,486 
27,000 

£47,297 

138 

£47,159 

£14,696 
32.463 

£47,159 

REPORT OF THE AUDITORS TO TH E MEMBERS 

1978 

£13,943 
1,375 

£15,31S 

1.732 
133 

1.486 
27,000 

£45,669 

90 
2 

£45,577 

£13,264 
32.313 

£45,577 

We hava examined tha books and annaxad accounts of The St Andrews Preservation 
Trust limited. We h~va accepted a certificate from the Secretary that the Title Deeds of the 
Heritable Pr0i>8rtv are in order and unburdened. In our opinion, the Balance Sheet and Profit 
and Lost Account comply with the Companies Acts 1948, 1967 and 1976, and give respec
tively a true and fair view of the Trust's affairs as at 31 st December 1979 and of the surplus 
for the year thus ended. 

St Andrews, 7th April 1S80 
(Signed) JAMES MURRAY & Co" CA, Auditors 
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APPENDIX I 
HERITABLE PROPERTY AND FURNITURE & FITTINGS 

Cost Additions S,III! 
Hllritllble P,oPllrty: 

146 Soulh Strllal and 1 & 2 
loud.n', Clos., SI Andrews £2030 

,36 Soulh Str.a!, SIAndraws 2,082 
141 South Slrell!, StAndrews 5,639 
12 North St,eet, StAndraws 3,539 
Bogwl,d Dovecote 1,340 
Ben Rock House, Th. Herbour, 

SIAndr.w, (gifted by Mrs 
Sekll.k,) £1,338 

£14,630 £1,338 

Fumiturll & Fittings £1,473 
L,,,; Grant Recllived '0' 

£1,370 

APPENDI X 11 
CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 

G,n,,,I: 
B,I,nce IS per 8,I,nce Shllet IS,I 31,t December 1978 
Add: life Mllmbe,,' Subscriptions for 1979 

Redemption of Feu Duty over 24 South Street 

80'S', 8ryson ,nd Olhel Bequests: 
As 11 1 SI J.nu,ry 1979 

Specific: 
Pilgrim T,ulI ,nd D,lrymple Archeeologicel Fund Gr,nts

Purch,se .nd reconstruction of loud.n', Close 
Datrymple Alcheeologicel Fund Grenl-

Recon.truction of 136 South StlHt .. 
Donllion from Mrs Mabel 80ue 
Klle Kennedy Club-Balanc. of Donll ion 
Grant from Dalrymple An::halOlogicll Fund lowerds 

"Plir of Bogward Dovecota .. £150 
Anonymou, Don.lion 25 

Don.lion from the 1.le Miss J . I, low to meet cost of 
.Itefalionl to 14, South Street 

Don.llon from the Executors of MIll J , I. low 101 the 
reconstruction of 12 North Street 

Donation fOf electrical equipment 101141 South Street 

9 

Book V,/ue 
AugffJg.te ,t31st 

DePf"i,tion D,c,mb" 
to d", 1979 

£2,030 
£127 1,955 
'16 5,324 

3,539 
24' 1,095 

1,338 

£687 £15,281 

£98 £1,272 

1978 
£18,249 

'40 
'0 

£18,399 £18,249 

7,702 7.702 

£1 ,813 

'00 
'00 
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175 

2,250 

1,816 
'00 

6,362 6,362 

£32,463 £32.313 



HISTORICAL NOTES 

PUBLIC BU[LDINGS OF ST ANDREWS 1790-1914 

OR R. G. CANl' 

Tn any town there are buildings serving the varied needs of the community. 
In an ancient burgh like SI Andrews onc would expect to find in 1790, 
officially provided, a tolbooth or town-house for the conduct of municipal 
affairs. a parish church o r churches for common worship according 10 the 
usage of the established church, schools for the education of tbe young, and 
a hospital or almshousc for the care of the old. Beyond these there was, of 
course, a university, but this, while involved in the life of the town, had a 

status and commitments that drew it outside its normal ambit. 
A hundred years earlier. in 1690, with the change of the church establish

ment from episcopacy to presbytery, SI Andrews ceased 10 be the ecclesiastical 
capital of Scotland, a change that reduced the significance of both the town 
and the university and which was accentuated by the political and economic 
consequenccs of the Union of 1707. Yet the place survived as an urban and 
educational centre of some significance which, even before the end of the 
eighteenth century. had begun to revive. This revival brought with it a variely 
of new institutions, some derived from official initiatives, but most from 
what might be termed private enterprise acting in the public interest. Hence 
the structures housing them can justifiably be included among the public 
buildings oftbe city, giving it much of the character familiar to its inhabitants 
at the present day. 

PART I: BUILDINGS FOR CIVIC AND COMMERCIAL USE 

TOWN HALLS 

In 1790 the centre of municipal life in SI Andrews was still the old Tol
booth or Town House on the west side of the Market Place. From a survey 
made by Jamcs Howie when it was being demolished in 1862 it seems that 
the Town House proper had originally been designed with the council cham
ber and other rooms over an arcaded ground floor, subsequently walled in. 
To the west was another two--storeyed structure, vaulted below. whieh accom
modated the town jail. A heraldic panel removed from it 10 tbe new Town 
Hail bears the date 1563, this and the slyle of the eastern building suggesting 
a major reconstruction at this time. 

About 1760 the Town House was given a new frontage to the Market 
Place and in 1817 its walls were heightened to support an additionaJ storey 
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designed by a local wright, James Hutton. In 1854 a covered market stance 
was provided on its cast side but before this, in 1845, Provost Playfair, with 
the help of his favourite architect Gcorge Rac, had sought to remedy the 
deficiencies of the malo structure by remodelling the o ld English School 
behind the Town Kirk to serve as a 'City Hall' holding about 300. In the 
longer run, however, his desire was to have a single commodious building 
equipped for all civic activities. 

In 1858-61 this was realised with the construction on a site in South Street 
opposite the Town Kirk, and to plans by J. Anderson Hamilton of Edin
bUrgh, of a large new Town Hall. With its lofty crowstepped gables and 
angle-turret the building added a striking feature to the views of South Street 
while at the same time forming the initial element in the design of 'Queen 
Street' opening southwards from this point. Within, it contained a main hall 
holding 500 (800 if need be), Council Chamber, and other accommodation, 
including a Police Station for the force originating in 1842 and after 1889 
forming part of the Fife County Constabulary. 

It should be emphasised that in its early days little 'civic administration' 
was conducted from the building, such duties being ordinarily entrusted to 
members of St Andrews legal firms acting as Town Clerks and Factors, 
Burgh Prosecutors, and so on. A similar situation prevailed with other 
public bodies such as District and Parish Councils (1889 and 1894) and the 
School Board (1872) while certain officials, national as well as local, operated 
from private premises. By 1900, however, the Parish Council had acquired 
an office at No. 96 North Street, also used by the Registrar. 

After the completion of the new Town Hall the City Hall continued in 
use, particularly for roups or public auctions. There was in addition, from 
1884, the vast structure in City Road lalterly known as the Volunteer Hall. 
This originated as a . recreation hall' for indoor sports enterprisingly erected 
by a special company to designs by Hall and Henry of SI Andrews. In 1890 
it passed to the Infantry Rifle Volunteers, belog rc-named accordingly, but 
as by far the largest hall in the city, accommodating up to 1200, it was em
ployed for a variety of other purposes. And in 1913, one year before the 
end of our period, there was opened in North Street onc of the earliest 
purpose-built 'cinema houses' in Scotland. 

POST OFFICES AND BANKS 

By 1790 St Andrews was associated with the national postal system but it 
is difficult to locate an actual post office until 1820 when Wood's plan shows 
it at No. 69 South Street. By the time of the first Ordnancc Survey map of 
1854, however, it had moved to No. 89. After a briefsojoum at No. 7 Union 
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Street, in 1861 space was found for it in the ground-noor frontage of the new 
Town Hall, but before long it was transferred across the street to No. 107 
(now the Citizen bookshop) in association with the stationer's and news
agent's business of George Murray. In 1892 the first, and only, specially 
designed building (by James Gillespie ofSt Andrews) was opened immediately 
to the east where it may still be seen. AJthough this was described at the 
time as 'very commodious and excellently adapted for the rapidly increasing 
business', by 1907 it had been superseded by the present office-to which 
such epithets could scarcely be applied even in its early days-in the re
modelled dwelling-house at No. 127 South Street. 

The first public banking-office to be established in St Andrews was a branch 
of the Bank of Scotland opened in 1792, with the co-operation of the Demp
ster fami ly, in a small bui lding behind No. 62 South Strcet, still extant. 
Between 1811 and 1819. and again from 1822 to 1839, it operated at No. 43 
South Street (with a brief intervening period at No. 78) but eventually re
turned to the front building of No. 62. Here it remained until grand new 
baronial premises, by Dick Peddie and Kinnear of Edinburgh, were opened 
on the west corner of Queen Street and South Street in 1871. With a tower, 
spire. and gables blending and yet contrasting with those of the Town Hall 
on the opposite comer, the building formed a notable part of the architectural 
character ofthc city ccntre until its demolition in 1960. 

The Bank of Scotland enjoyed a monopoly in St Andrews until 1838, when 
it was joined by branches of the Eastern Bank of Dundee and the Oydesdale 
Banking Company of Glasgow. Both their offices were located in South 
Street. thc former at No. 115 until the parent company was absorbed in the 
Oydesdale Bank in 1863, the lattcr at No. 76 where (with No. 74) it has 
remained ever since. Next to arrive was the Western Bank of Glasgow in 
about 1850. By 1857 it had failed and the 'agency officc' provided for its 
use at No. 83 Market Strect by the Grace fami ly was then taken ovcr, in 
1858, by the Royal Bank of Scotland. still located there. 

Arrangements of this kind between banks and legal firms as the basis of 
branch offices were very common until quite recently and it is interesting to 
note here that when the adventurous W. r. Ireland lost the agency of the 
Eastern Bank after its absorption by the Oydesdale he secured that of the 
Commercial Bank which continued with his successors even after the St And· 
rews branch moved in 1869 to its own ltalianatc building (by David Rhind 
of Edinburgh) at No. 2 Queen Street. This remained in use until 1957 when, 
by an odd coincidence, the bank returned to its original location in South 
Street, the Queen Street premises then passing to the Town Council. 
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The tally of 'joint-stock bank' facilities in SI Andrews prior to 1914 was 
completed by the opening of a branch of the British Linen Bank in 1903. 
Initially located at No. 90 South Street, in 1909 it moved to more appropriate 
premises at No. 81 Market Street. With a pleasant classical facade (of about 
1820) in the style of Robert Balfour of St Andrews, it was satisfactory, up 
to a point, that when the building was replaced in 1937 it was by one of 
comparable dignity. 

[n addition to these concerns St Andrews had one of the earliest savings 
banks in Scotland. As the first such, instituted at Ruthwell in Dumfriesshire 
about 18 10, owed ils origin to the parish minister, the SI Andrcan Henry 
Duncan, so the SI Andrews Savings Bank, for a prolonged period from its 
formation in 1816, was associated with the Town Kirk, but wilh deposits 
being lodged with the Bank of Scotland. jn 1846, however, it was put on a 
more regular basis, with a n office under its own 'actuary', first at No. 95 
and then at No. 100 South Strect before moving in 19 1910 ils present location 
at the corner of Church Street and Church Square . 

• PuBLIC SERVICES' 

While the notion of official responsibility for the provision of such faci lities 
as water, gas, electricity, and transport is relatively modem, by 1790 the first 
of these services had begun to operate in SI Andrews. A piped wa ter supply 
- initially to supplement and eventually to replace the old street wells
was introduced in 1781 by voluntary association with some help from the 
Town Council. In 1838 the system was taken over by elected ' Po lice Com
missioners', also responsible for drainage and for the paving, lighting, and 
cleansing of the city streets. In 1890 their functions were transferred to the 
Town Council acting as . Burgh Commissioners', then in 1900 to the Counci l 
as such. Latterly the commissioners had also assumed responsibility for the 
fire service inaugurated with the purchase of a mobile 'engine' by public 
subscription in 1834. 

I.n 1835 the St Andrews Gas Light Company was incorporated with works 
at the Harbour served by coal imported direct by sea and in 1905 an electricity 
generating station was built at South Bridge Street as a branch of the English
based Electricity Supply Company. The buildings connected with these 
enterprises were severely practical and thcir administration was sometimes 
combined with other concerns, the managemen t of the Gas Company from 
1850 to 1905 being conducted by the rcmarkable Jesse HaJl from his archi
tectural office, first at No. 90 South Street and then in Church Square. 

Prior to the nineteenth century there were no regular transport services 
connected with St Andrews but a certain use was made of the Harbour for 
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the import and export of goods, a Harbourmaster and Customs Officer being 
located at tbe Shorehead 10 ensure its proper regulation. There was also a 
regular carrier service by road and ferry 10 Cupar, Dundee, and Edinburgh, 
while 'posl-chaises' could be hired by travellers at 'posting establishments' 
in the lawns, but it was not until 1829 Ihat 'stage-coaches' began to operate 
from St Andrews to Cupar (once a week) and 10 Newport Ferry fo r Dundee 
(twice a week). 

These services were generaJly associated with inns or hotels, the principal 
St Andrews one until about 1850 being the Black Bull at No. 27 South Street. 
Thereafter ils place WllS taken by the Cross Keys and Star Hotels in Market 
Street and the Royal Hotel, initially at No. 117 and after 1857 at No. 118 
South Street. With the completion of the Bumtisland-Tayport railway in 
1847 the coach services were transferred to Leuchars station and run in 
connection wilh most of the trains. 

In "'1850 the SI Andrews Railway Company was formed, having as its 
objective the construction of a line from a junction south of Leuchars to a 
station on the Guardbridge road just beyond the seventeenth hole of the 
Old Course. This was opened in 1852, being operated from the outset by 
the main line company which in 1877, having itself been absorbed by the 
North British Railway. took over the St Andrews concern. As the tcnninus 
was some distance from the town. horse-drawn 'omnibuses', mainly operatcd 
by the local hotels, provided a link that continued after the opening of its 
more accessible successor, indeed even after the coming of the 'motor-car'. 
Buses also ran to CraB and Anstruther, connecting at the latter with the 
East Fife railway completed in 1863. 

In 1880 work began on a railway (first proposed in 1845) to connect SI And
rews and Anstruther by way of Crail and after some delays occasioned by 
difficult ies in securing access to St Andrews from the south-cast a nd then 
through the city itself the line was completed in 1887. One of its most im
portant features was the building of a n entirely new station for St Andrews 
very much grander than its modest predecessor at the Links and lIpprcciably 
closer to the city centre. In its heyday it provided 'through communications' 
to Dundee, Edinburgh, and Glasgow- by atlenst somc of the trains-facilities 
that had much to do with the building of three large new hotels in the 1880s 
and 1890s-the Lmperial in 1881, Rusack's Marine in 1887 and 1892, and 
the Grand in 1896. 

(Part 11 , on 'Churches, Schools, and Hospitals', to follow) 
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NEW MEMBERS DURING 1979 

Annuef Members 

R. Griffin 
Russell C. Palmer 
Mrs Edwina V. W. Proudfool 
Mrs C. Pearson 
Rev and Mrs A. Calder 
Mrs F. Oermcott 
Mrs Margeret Dickie 
Mrs Sekalska 

Major and Mrs Underwood 
A. Jackson 
Or and Mrs Hippisley 
Colin Coleman 
Christopher Wall 
Mr and Mrs J. Thomson 
Mrs M. B. Cownden 
Mrs Jeques 

Life Members 

Professor G. W. S. Barrow 
Miss P. Beck 
Professor R. F. Christian 
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Thomas M. Grimond 
Mrs Ketron Morrison 
Or Frank Muir 





ST ANDREWS FROM ST SAlVATOR 'S TOWER 
PholOl'Oph /;y G. M . Cow,,, 
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