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THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIM ITED 

The SI Andrews Preservation TlUsl was founded in 1937 
end incorporated in 1938. 

Its objtH:1 is 10 secure the preservation of the amenities 
and historic character of SI Andrews and its neighbour
hood, 

Membership of the Trust is open on the following 
farms and conditions: -

life Membefship-A single payment of not less than 
[20.00. 
Annual Membership-An 80nU81 payment of not less 
than £1.00. 
liability of Members is limited to £1 .00. 

Enquiries end Subscriptions should be eddressed to 
Lawrence Nash, Esq., SecreUIfY end Treasurer, The 
SI Andrews Preservation Trust Limited, 115 South SlTaet, 
StAnd.llws (Tel. 2152). A bankers' orde. form is avail 
able for annual subscriptions. 

PUBLICATIONS 

"SI Andrews: Tile Trust Handbook"' 30p 

"Conservalion in Sf Andrews: The Work of Ihlt 
SI Andrews Presarvalion Trust'· 15p 

·'Trltes in SI Andrews"· SOp 
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SOUTH STR EET 25 YEA RS AG O: 
hea lthy trees, few cars a nd no clutter o f signs 

PIIo/Of,,,,,1t by I . Joy 



THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRIJST 

LIMITED 

TH IRTY·NINTH ANNUAL REPORT 

AND YEAR BOOK 

FOR THE YEAR 1976 

STANDREWS 
PRINTED FOR THE TRUST 

BY W. C. HENDERSON AND SON LIMITED 

UNIVERSITY PRESS 

1977 



THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

HONORARY PRESIDENT 
The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Haddington. K.T., M .C., T.D .. LL.D. 

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS 

R G. Cenl. MA, F.SAScol. Principal J . Steven Watson, M.A., D.liIL 
F.R.Hisl.S. Mejor Mienael Crichton·Stuan, M.C., D.L 

E~-Provost John B. Gilchris!, M.A., J.P .• The Rt. Hon. The Earl of Wemvss end 
March, K.T., LL.D. LLD. 

CHAIRMAN OF TRUSTEES 
A. B. Patelson, M.B.E., MA 

VICE-CHAIRMEN OF TRUSTEES 
N. P. Brooks, MA, a.Phii., F.R.Hist.S. 
K. R. Hayward, Esq. 

ELECTED TRUSTEES 
Professor J . F. Alien, MA, Ph. D., F.R.5. 
Or, N. P. Brooks 

MI6 M. C. MacKenzie 
A. B. Patelson. M.B.E., M.A. 
J. K. Robenson, Esq. M,5 H. Bucheflan 

Miss G. L. C. Falconer 
K. R. HeYWllld, Esq. 
W. Heath, Esq. 
Miss A. A. Kidston 
H. Lorimer, R.SA. F.R.B.S. 

R. S. Robertson, Esq. 
J. L. H. Scon, B.Sc. 
J. S. Shields, CA, M.S.I.A. 
Mrs H. R. Skinner 

SECRETARY AND TREASURER 
Lawrence Nash, B.L., 115 South Street, St Andrews 

AUDITORS 
James Murrav & Co., C.A., 164 South Street. St Andrews 

REGISTERED OFFICE OF THE TRUST 
115 South Streel, SI Andrew$-Tolephone SI Andrews 2152 



THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

THIRTY-NI NTH ANNUAL REPORT- FOR THE YEAR 1976 

Concern about Conservation and 1)lanning 
This year the Trust has worked to make its voice morc effective in the 

planning process. The Trustees arranged with Mr Philip Hutchinson. Director 
of Physical Planning for the North-East Fife District Council, that the Trust 
should be provided with a weekJy list of planning applications relating to 
SI Andrews and its country area, and should receive detailed plans and 
drawings of all substantial changes and of all developments within the con
servation area. These arrangements have been fai thfu lly carried out. Two 
trustees, Professor J. F. Al ien and Mr J. S. Shields, have scrutinised every 
proposal, and major developments are considered by all the trustees before 
{he relevant meeting of the Planning Committee. 

The Trus! made de!ailed objections to the proposal for a further huge 
housing development to the west of the town beyond the Bogward estate. 
A veritable chorus of opposition to the developers' proposals arose from the 
town and fortunately the scheme was natly rejected. A battle has been won, 
but we suspect that the war has still to be fought. 

Like o!her bodies in the town, The Trus! has been very worried over the 
number of shops that are changing hands. Our particular eoncern has been 
to prevent unnecessary replacement of traditional shop fronts by modem 
mass-produced designs that do not respect the proportions and materials of 
the shops and buildings of the centre of St Andrews. At the present rate of 
change a short period of planning neglect could convert the shopping area 
into another characterless plastic, plate-glass and neon jungle. The Trustees 
have also protested effectively against certain ugly and unsympathetic fea tures 
of proposed alterations to the old Univeristy Library, and have made repre
sentations about the proposal to resite the telephone kiosks at the Post Office. 

The Trustees were delighted that the North-East Fife District Council had 
applied to the Secretary of State that St Andrews should be ranked an 
• outstanding' Conservation Area under the Town and Country Planning Act. 
But we ",,-ere disappointed that the suggestion of the Historic Buildings 
Council that the conservation area should be extended was not taken up; 
some interesting and importan t buildings and groups of buildings lie outside 
the area, 
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Children's Art Competition 
In order to encourage appreciation in the tradi tional character of buildings 

in, and around, St Andrews the Trust agrecd to sponsor an art competition 
for young people in the area. The competition is open to any young person 
between the ages of 8 and 16 who is attending any school in St Andrews. 
It was agreed that entries for the competition should be submitted before 
Friday 29 April 1977. 

Civic Committee 
The Trust has established a new commiUee with MI John Shields as con

vener to promote interest in conservation in the town and to receive ideas 
from the public. One of its first funct ions will be to organise a public meeting 
to draw attention to the threats to the shopping centre of SI Andrews posed 
by modem traffic, building methods and trading practices, and 10 discuss 
such solutions as pedestrianisation and off-street parking. 

Fleming Place 
The Trust have resold the Brand house in Fleming Place so that it can be 

restored by the purchaser. Plans of the proposed rehabilitation have a lready 
been seen and welcomed by the trustees. We are also continuing to work 
for the restoration of the remaining properties in the row, which would be 
feasible if the unused ground behind them can be secured from the Burmah 
Oil Company. 

T,,,,, 
The trustees prepared a detailed survey of the lime trees of South Street, 

which had been sadly depleted by vandalism, gas-leaks and drought. With 
the District Council wc have shared the heavy cost of replacing aU those 
that were dead or dying or had been missed in previous replantings. We 
are determined that this lovely avenue, first planted in 1879, should be re
newed and maintained as becomes necessary. 

The Trust has also agreed to present a Sorbus majeslica to St Leonards 
School to mark their centenary and some shrubs to be planted in front of 
Queen Mary's house where the' Bastard Service Tree' fell this winter. A 
lime has also been planted at the corner of Balfour Place and Abbey Walk 
to replace the rowan which had died. 

In the autumn 200 anemone blanda were planted in the Lawpark Woodland 
near the seven young trees put in last year which arc aU thriving. 
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Publications 
The second and enlarged edition of 'Trees in St Andrews' by Professor 

J. A. Macdonald is now on sale at SOp. It is beautifully illustrated and 
demonstrates just how much trees contribute to the appearance of the town, 
and what expertise, planning and vigila,ncc is needed 10 maintain, conserve and 
replace them. 

S wnmer Exhibition 
This year's exhibition in the Trust house, organised once more by Mrs H. 

Skinner, was generally acclaimed one of the most successful ever. On view 
were the remarkable painted bowls or "cappies", some beautiful fans and 
many sets of antique playing cards. A record sum of £162 was raised from 
donations and sales of Trust literature. 

Rerords and the Trust House 
The Records Committee convened by Miss A. Kidston and using the un· 

stinted help of many members of the Trust continues the work of reordering 
and cataloguing our collections. Essential skilled repair and conservation 
work has been carried out on many of our treasured possessions-the grand. 
father clocks, the medieval carved panel, a valuable Dutch seascape painted by 
O. Knell, the binding of several old books- and new slides have been made from 
the best in our collections. We have been assisted in meeting the expense of this 
work by a grant from the Council for the Museums and Galleries of Scot land. 
Our photographic collections have also been enriched by the gift from the 
Photographic Society of St Andrews of some very fine new prints of buildings 
and other features of the town centre. 

A new venture has been the preparation of scrapbooks of local news and 
events to match the MacGregor scrapbooks which provide such a unique 
record of St Andrews life. A scrapbook for 1975 is complete and another 
illustrating the visit to SI Andrews of Queen Elizabeth, the Queen Mother, 
is well advanced. 

Trust Properties 

In order to protect and improve its properties, the Trust has purchased a 
narrow strip of ground adjoining 136 South Street and also some ground 
behind the Trust house at 12 North Slreet. A tease of 141 South Street was 
entered into with Mc Jurck Putter, artist and publisher. The Step Rock 
Amateur Swimming Club intimated their intention to end their lease of I 
and 2 Louden's Oose in April 1977. 
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Following a conducted tour of the properti~ restored by the Trust the 
Chartered Accountants Summer School made a most generous donation of 
£100 to the Trust. 

Bogward Doocot 
Work neared completion on the restoration of the Bogward Doocot fo r 

which a grant had been olTered by the Historic Buildings Council. The work 
has proceeded under (he supervision of Mr Murray Jack, Architcct. 

E.A.H,Y, 
A bridge afternoon was organised by Mrs H. Skinner, and as a result a 

donation of £50 was sem to a new fund of the European Architectural 
Heritage Year. This fund, with support from the Govemmt:nt, will provide 
loans fOr preservation projects in Britain. 

Rural Area 
The Trust appointed observers in the villages round SI Andrews 10 notify 

any changes in the architccture of the villages or in the rural areas. 

University Conservation Society 
A Conservation Society run by students of the University was formed and 

Mr C. Lee has been an observer at the Trust mcctings. The members of the 
Society have done much appreciated work during the year, including the 
tidying up of the Gregory Marker at Scooniehill. They have also taken an 
interest in the possible restoration of the water mill at Stravithie Mains. 

Autumn Excursion 
The Autumn Excursion was to Culross and Dunimarle a nd was much 

appreciated by the members who attended. 

Meetings 
The 39th Annual General Meeting of the Trust was held on 20 May 1976, 

in the Physical Science Building on the North Haugh, by courtesy of Pro
fessor J . F. Alien. There being six vacancies, the following were elected 
Trustees: Mrs H. Buchanan, Mrs H. R. Skinner, Mr R. S. Robertson, Miss 
G. L. C. Falconer, Mr W. Heath and Mrs. M. C. MacKenzie. The speaker 
was Professor David Daiches, Sussex University, who delighted us with his talk 
on the Life and Times of Robert Ferguson, the poet and predecessor of Burns. 

The Half-yearly Meeting was held in the Council Chambers on a Saturday 
at 1I a.m. Old slides were shown and the attendance was so encoUJ'llging 
that it might be a policy in future to hold the half-yearly meetings on a 
Saturday morning. 
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Losses or the Year 
We record with regret the passing of several who took an active part in 

the work of the Trust. Miss M. Kidston was a founder member; many of 
her beaut iful photographs have appeared in our publications. Mrs J. Black 
helped with many of our exhibitions. The Misses C. and H. Hamilton were 
keen members, as was Or W. E. K. Rankin, a trustee and a notable scholar. 
Mr. I. Liddell was also a trustee and a most energetic convener of the Tree 
Commi ttee. Their work is remembered in gratitude. 

In the name of the Trustees, 
(Sgd) ALEXANDER B. PATERSON, 

Chairman. 
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THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

Revenue Account for year ended 31 st December 1976 

Rev,nu.: 
Subscriptions from Subscribing Member. 
Oonllions 
Interest Received 
Rents and Feuduties 
Publication Prolit 
Bu. Tour 
Incom. TI)( Repavment 

Ltln: 
A dmlniltl.tivlI ExptlnstJl: 

Stationery and Advertising (including printing of Report) 
Meeting Expenses 
Honorarium to Secretary 
Audit Fee 
Post. Telephone .nd Sundries 

P,op.rty UpkHP: 
Rella, Tlx,s .nd Insurance 
H,lling and Ughling 
Repairs, lie. 
Flletor's Fees 

OthlJf Expenditure: 
Photographs 
Purchase of Tlees 

SurpluslO! rll' carried \0 aalanc. Sheet 

(Signed) A. B. PATERSON, Trustee 

(Signed) J . F. ALLEN, T(ust~~ 
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£361 
200 
482 

79 

(17 

18 

1975 
[231 £253 
483 431 

1,735 2,048 
540 508 

98 74 
(8) 2 

687 51' 

£3,766 £3,931 

£245 £287 
110 41 
400 300 

55 54 
35, 351 

£1.173 

15' 
126 
266 

58 
1.122 

92 

35 

2,330 1.730 

£1 ,436 [2,201 



THE 
ST ANDREWS PRESERVATION TRUST 

LIMITED 

Balance Sheet as at 31st December 1976 

Fixed Assets: 
Heriu.ble Property- Per Appendix I 
Fumirurfl end Fittings-Per Appendix I 

CUffflnl Assets: 
Publications, etc.: 

Stock 85 Yelued by Secretary 
Debtors 
Deposit Rl1cllipts 
C/Jsh in Benk and on H end 

In~e$tm'ml$ 

Less: 
Current Lillbilititls: 

Sundry Creditors end Accrued Chefges (81 
Subscriptions paid in Advance 6 

Represented by: 
Reserves 'md Undistributed RevtlflulJ: 

Revenue Account: 
Balance as per Balance Sheet as at 31 sI December 1975 £7,640 
Add: Surplus for 1976 per Revenue Account 1,436 

C,piuJl Accounts-Par Appendi)! I1 

REPORT OF TH E AUDITORS TO THE MEMBERS 

1975 
£13,209 £12,263 

49. 49. 

e13,703 (12,757 

1,127 1.277 
8 lOO 

500 1,500 
1,212 637 

24,000 23,000 

£40,550 £39,271 

383 

• 87 

£40,463 £38,884 

£9,076 [7,640 
31,387 31.244 

£40,463 £38,884 

We have examined the books and annexed accounts of The St Andrews Preservation Trust. 
Umited. We have accepted a certificate from the Secretary that the Title Deeds of the Heritable 
Property are in order and unburdened. In our opinion, the Balance Sheet and Profit and Loss 
Account comply with the Companies Acts 1948 and 1967, and give respectively a t rue and fair 
view of the Trust's affeirs 8S at 31 st December 1976 and of the surplus for the yeer thus ended. 

(Signed) JAMES MURRAY & Co., C.A" Aud;rors. 
St Andrews, 22nd Mlrch 1977. 
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APPENDIX I 

HER ITABLE PROPERTY AND FURNITURE AND FITTINGS 

Cost 

Ag/Jfll/Ja/II 
D"Pf"cilltion 

10 dill" 

Book V./u, 
a/31st 

Decllmb" 
1976 

HMitllbl" Prop"rty; 
146 South Street fInd 1 & 2 Louden'. Close, St Andrews 
136 South Street, St Andrews 
141 South Street. St Andr"WI 
I 2 North Street, St Andrews 
Bogward Dovecote 
14 & 15 Fleming Pllce 

£2,030 
2,082 
5,639 
2,997 

39' 
753 

£13,896 

Fumituf" Ilnd Fittings 

APPENDIX 11 

CAPITAL ACCOUNTS 
Gllnef,l: 

Balance as per B.I.nce Sheet .s.t31.t December 1975 
Add; life Members' Su,,"ription. for I 976 

Feuduties Redeemed 

BOllsa, Bryson IInd Olh" BllqutJSts; 
As et 1 st January 1976 

SpacHic: 

(592 

Pilgrim Trust and Dalrymple Archaeological Fund Grants-
Purchase and reconstruction of Louden'a Clo" (1,813 

Dalrymple Archaeological Fund Gr.nt-
Reconstruclion 01 136 South SlIeet ,. 100 

Donation from Mrs Mabel Boase 100 
Kate Kennady Club-Bfllance 01 Donation 8 
Grant from Dalrymple Archaeological Fund towards 

repair of Bogward Dovecote £150 
Anonymous Donation 25 

'" Donation from the late MIss J, I. Low to meet cost 01 flltera-
tions to 141 South Street 2,250 

Donation from the Executors of Miss J. I. Low lOT the re-
construction of 12 North Street 1,816 

Donfl tion for electricfll equipment for 141 South Stleet 100 
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£2,030 
£127 1,955 

31' 5,324 
2,997 

24' '50 
753 

£687 £13,209 

[" £494 

1975 
£17,180 

'30 
" 

(17,323 (17,180 

7,702 7,702 

6,362 6,362 

£31,387 (31,244 



HISTORICAL NOTES 

'ST JOHN'S HOUSE': ITS HISTORY AND ARCHAEOLOGY 

Or N. P. BROOKS 

The properly now known as SI John's House (i.e. nos. 67 f9 South Street), 
and used as a graduate centre for historical studies, was acquired by the 
University in 1970. At that time 'SI John's House' appeared from the street 
to be a modest and badly neglected building of the 18th/ 19th century, but 
with a back wing or 'jamb' which was evidently older since it had stone
vaulted ccUars. Restoration was made possible through the generosity of 
The Pilgrim Trust. and was carried oul under the direction of Mr W. Murray 
Jack, architect. During reconstruction, when strapping, plaster and harl were 
removed from the walls, early features and fittings were revealed which 
showed that the building was vcry much older and more interesting than had 
been supposed. It has proved to be onc of Ihe oldest town houses (perhaps 
the oldest) standing in St Andrews, and therefore in Scotland. Its earliest 
phase may date from about a century before the Reformation. Moreover, 
excavations within the courtyard of' St John 's' in 1972 established that there 
had been mediaeval timber buildings of similar proportions on the site before 
the present stone structllres had been built. 

A. The Connection with the Knights of St John 
The property is known as ' StJohn's House' because it was once in the 

possession of the order of knights of the Hospital of St John in Jerusalem
an international brotherhood, partly monastic, partly mi litary, intended to 
assist in the defence of the crusading kingdom of Jerusalem against the infidel 
and to care for the sick poor there. With the fall of Jerusalem in 1187, the 
'Hospitallers' continued their work in the crusading states. in Cyprus, in 
Rhodes and finally in Malta. From small beginnings in the early twelfth 
century, the order rapidly acquired recruits and properties throughout western 
Europe. In SI Andrews by the late Middle Ages the Hospitallers had three 
substantial blocks of property. 'SI John 's was merely one plot, or 'rig', in 
a block which stretched from Baxter's Wynd (now Baker Lane) in the east 
to the garden 'dyke' of no. 54 South Street in the west. Another block of 
Hospital property lay between Market Street and North- Street, extending 
some four or five rigs eastwards from Union Street. The third block lay in 
North Street on the site now occupied by the Gannochy Building. 

We do not know when or how the Hospital first acquired these properties. 
They certainly already had land in North Street by the 1 170s. But it is 
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possible that the South Street block had first belonged 10 the rival military 
order, the Knights Templar or Knights of the Temple in Jerusalem. For the 
Templars, who had acquired one 'tort ' in every burgh during the reign of 
King Malcolm IV (1153-65), \\-'ere disbanded at the end o f the thirteenth 
century and their property in Scotland passed to the Hospita llers in 1309- 10. 

No distinction is made between Temple lands and Hospital lands after this 
time. Whether 'StJohn's House' originally belonged to the Temple o r to 
the Hospital, we should not imagine that knights of either order were ever 
resident in St AndIcws. The Hospita llers did have a base in Scotland-their 
'preceptory' at Torphichen (Linlithgowshire), where the knights' church and 
the remains of some of their domestic ranges can slill be seen. But their 
properties in St Andrews and in other Scottish towns were simply sources 
of rent for the order. As feudal superiors the knights under their preceptor 
at Torphichen, the Lord SI John, received feu-duties from properties all over 
Scotland. At the Reformation the last prtteptor, Sir James Sandilands, 
emerged with the bulk of the Hospitaller estates as a family possession, 
called the Barony of Torphichen. Until the 1820s his successors in the barony 
(later incorporated into the Barony of Drem) continued 10 grant charters 
and instruments of saisine to the tenants who actually lived on the SI AndIcws 
properties. Then the superiority of the 'temple' or ' hospita l ' propenies was 
taken over by the burgh, and the symbol of the order, the Maltese cross, was 
removed from the face of their properties. 

B. Structural History 
Now that the harl has been removed from the South Street frontage of 

St John's House, it is possible to detect a palimpsest of earlier doors and 
windows of different dates. There is even the remnant of an earlier roof-line 
between the first- and second-floor windows; at one time apparently the 
building was only two storeys high. In the same way when the back wing 
of the house was being reconstructed, earlier windows and d oors were re
vealed which have since had to be covered up again. They are shown on the 
plan and make it possible to reconstruct the original form o f the building. 
Inside the house the restoration work uncovered a magnificent eight-foot 
wide arched fireplace and an arched recess in a side wall which was probably 
intended to serve as a 'Iaver'--or place for a wash basin. These early features 
a ll belong to the original stone house. Together with the vaulted cellar, the 
remarkably thick back wall (5 ft .) and the very fine stone corbels. which 
originally carried an even thicker wall (6 ft .) above the fi rst-noor level, they 
indicated that St Jo hn 's House was far older than had been thought. A 
search was therefore made through the title-deeds and in the University 

" 



muniments to discover as much of the history of this building as possible. 
At the same time (winter 1972-3) a limited excavation was carried out in the 
courtyard. From these sources it is now possible to explain the building's 
history. 

I. The ftrst house on the site was constructed of timber. It is likely that 
it was of the same proportions as the present house. At all even ts already 
in the thir teenth century it had a back-wing stretching at r ight angles to 
the street on the same alignment as the present vaulted cellar. Pottery 
of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries has been found in the foundation 
trenches of this wooden house. 

11 . The first stone house was an impressive building of typical late
mediaeval' L-shaped' form. On the South Street frontage it had massive 
waits, with a shop at ground floor level and a 'pend' or passage giving 
access to the courtyard behind. (The original huge sandstone lintel of 
the pend still survives in use]. Above the shop was the 'solar' or first
floor living-room entered by an outside sta ir from the street; above the 
solar there were probably one or more 'chambers' at second-floor level, 
and perhaps some lofts in the roof. The back wing was not so high. Its 
fine barrel-vaulted cellars still survive and are now converted into a 
beautiful common room. Above the cellars at fi rst-floor level was a 
great 'hall', open to the rafters and with the huge arched fireplace at 
the south end and the laver in the west wall. AI the north end of the 
back-wing was a small 'chamber ' with a loft above. The 'hall' was 
approached by an outside stair which led up to a wooden gallery. The 
excavations revealed some of the' post-holes' where the timbers of this 
gallery had slood. 

It is difficult to be certain when this house and shop were built. Its 
architectural details- the vaullS, the mouldings of the window and door
jambs, the firep lace and the corbels- would allow a date in the fiftccmh 
or early sixtccnth century. All we know for certain is that the house 
was already in existence in the 15905 when it underwent very substantial 
alterations. But since this was a grand and no doubt costly house for 
its time, its builder must have been a man or wealth and rank. The only 
owner ofSt l ohn'S House who fits the bill was WilIiam Arthur, a wealthy 
draper and provost of the town, who acquired the property before 1450 
and passed it on to his son, lames, a few years later. The original stone 
house at St John 's is in every way the sort of house that we should expect 
a William AIthur to build e.1450. 
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Ill. In 1577 Pauick Adamson, Archbishop of SI Andrews ( 1575-92) 
acquired the property adjacent to St John's House, that is no. 71 South 
Street, now the Department of Mediaeval History. It is likely that he 
built the house that forms the core of the present no. 71, intending it to 
be his m.1in residence in the town, now that the castle was no longer 
suitable as an episcopal palace. By 1584 he had also acquired 'St John 's 
Housc'; a nd in 1592 both properties passed to his son who was also 
caUed Patrick Adamson. It was during the Adamsons' tenure-when 
alone the two houses were in single ownershi p-that the gardens of the 
two properties were amalgamated, as they have been ever since. But 
there were also structural changes to SI John 's House at this time. A 
way was cut through to the vaul ted cellar of St John '5 from no. 71, and 
from that time the southern end of the ceUar o f St John 's has always 
belonged to the owners of no. 71. The Adamsons also built a fine 
stair-tower with a ' newel' or spiral stair for no. 71, but they actually 
bui lt it partly on top of the vaults of the cellars of 'St John's' . This 
work disrupted and spoiled the great hall of St John's House, which 
was converted into a kitchen- a vcry early example of a kitchen withi n 
a Scottish town-house. 

It was during the Adamsons' tenure that SI John 's was divided into 
a 'fore-tenement ' comprising the shop and the rooms above on the 
street front and a 'back-tenement ' comprising the hall (kitchen), cellars, 
chamber and loft. It was probably a t the time of this division that the 
fore-tenement was rebuil t on a far more modest sca le. The great walls 
of William Arthur's house were laken down to ground level on the 
South Street frontage, but a remnant of the original back wall was left 
intact. The new fo re-tenement was a typical small Scottish town-house 
of two storeys wi th an o utside stair. It comprised a shop on the ground 
Aoor with the living quarters above. If onc stands in South Sueet onc 
can still see the traces in the stonework of the original windows, of the 
front door at first-AoOT level, and of the original roof-line of this house. 

IV. After the Adamsons' alterations St John 's House entered a decline. 
Under Patrick Adamson junior the rooms were let out to students and 
he eventually sold up to pay his debts. In the seventeenth, eighteenth 
and nineteenth centuries the back tenement was extended and the court
yard enclosed with buildings. Extra rooms were created in the roof of 
the original great hall, new windows were added from time to time; the 
hall itself was d ivided up into smaller rooms and an internal staircase 
;and new ftrC-places inserted. The fronl tenement was heightened by thc 
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addition of another two slOreys in the mid-eightcenth century; and by 
1850 large 'classical ' windows had been put into the South Street front. 
These alterations were in response to the demand for greater privacy 
and comfort in fami ly and business life. But they had the eITect of 
further destroying and hiding the coherence and the fine conception of 
William Arthur's original house. But he had built well. His vaults 
could withstand the weight of new walls and chimneys placed upon them. 
Thus it was that enough remained to enablc us to understand and rc· 
construct a Scottish town house of the mid·fifieenlh century. 
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NEW MEMBERS OF THE TRUST I N 1976 

Ounkley, Mr5 M. 
Inghem, Brendan J . 
Inghem. Mrs B. J . 

Oewar. Mr5 Margere! 
Field. C. O. S. 
Gordon, Miss B. 
Hunter, Mr5 
Meedoneld, Mr5 
Meekey, Helen M. 
MeKen~ie, K.· 
Reid. Miss 

Lifa Members 
McKenzie, Mrs H. M. 
Seotl. Miss S. O. 
Wolfe. Mrs C. M. 

Annuel Members 
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Smith, Or A. 
Stevenson-Watt. N. W. 
Taylor, Mrs Simone 
Walker. J. 
Walker. Miss Ruth 
Weir. Mr5 Mergeret F. 
Williems, Peul V. A. 
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RECONSTRUCTION [c. HSO[ 

ST. JO HN'S HOUSE: 
(Above) Elevation or back wi ng showing earlier windows and doors 
(Below) Reconstruction of the house in the time of William Arlhur 
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FIRST FLOOR PLAN 
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SOUTH ELEVATION RECONSTR UCTION 

le. 16001 

ST. JOH N'S HO USE. SOUTH FRONTAGE: 
(Left) Earlier door, windows and roof-linc 

(Right) Reconst ruction of the house in the time of Patrick Adamson junior 






